TOWN OF WASHINGTON

Board of Selectmen

Minutes
May 31, 2018
Minutes are subject to the approval of the Board of Selectmen
Present:
First Selectman Mark E. Lyon, Selectmen David Werkhoven and Jay Hubelbank
Public:

Leslie Anderson.
Call to Order:
First Selectman Lyon called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.
Approval of Minutes:
· Motion:
To approve the minutes of the May 17, 2018 meeting of the Board of Selectmen by Mark Lyon, seconded by Jay Hubelbank.  The motion passed unanimously.
Communications:
None.
Appointments/Resignations:
None.
First Selectman’s Report:
· Town Budget Approved.  The 2018-2019 Town Budget was approved at the May 17th town meeting.
· Region #12 Referendum.  The Region #12 2018-2019 school budget was voted down on May 8th.  Another referendum is scheduled for June 5th.

· Washington Highway Department.  A few members of the highway department spent one day in Danbury and four days in Southbury with chippers and a backhoe helping with the damage sustained by the severe thunderstorms and tornado the week before.  Very much appreciated by the towns.  Also the Washington Volunteer Fire Department responded to Brookfield on the night of the storm to assist with house to house wellness checks.
Old Business:

· Opening of Bids for reroofing the Bee Brook Firehouse.  The Building and Property Committee will review the bids.
· Casanova Remodeling LLC of Plymouth:  $55,000.00
· Casali of Bethel:  $55,823.00
· Discussion of Sustainable CT:  Jay Hubelbank updated the board on coordinating with the Planning Commission and the Washington Environmental Council on participating in Sustainable CT.
· WiFi in Washington Depot:  Jay Hubelbank reported there is a possible setback with PURA (Public Utilities Regulatory Authority) ruling on Municipal Gain, but was assured that we could move forward at some point and will be able to provide WiFi in Washington Depot.  Jay will continue to research this.
· Farmer’s Market at the Judy Black Park:  How is it defined who can sell at the market?  Mark will talk with coordinator Justin Moore.  There was discussion of additional vendors on Riverwalk Park across from Washington Liquor. 
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New Business:
· Zoning and Inland Wetlands Enforcement Officer:  One applicant has been interviewed by Mark Lyon, Janet Hill (Land Use Coordinator), Nick Solley (Zoning Commission), and Steve Wadelton (Inland Wetlands Commission) and two more interviews are scheduled for this week.
· Assessor’s Assistant:  An interview with an applicant has been scheduled.
Visitors:
· Leslie Anderson had the following matters to discuss.

1. What is the status of Wykeham Road and Bell Hill Road? 
· Mark reported that B & W Construction will return in the near future to finish the job and Old North Road is being reclaimed and repaved.

2. Transfer Station Update?

· Funds have been budgeted in the 2018-2019 fiscal year for upgrading the transfer station (i.e., new building up above, compacter).  Kevin Smith needs to look at regrading and making the site more presentable.

3. Resident Trooper Update?

· Mark attended the interviews at Troop L.  The selection process is moving along.
4. Worcester Road Name Change?

· Signs are in place to direct people to Riverwoods Apartments.

5. Housing Commission Funds.  Leslie reported that Bill Fairbairn, president of the Washington Community Housing Trust, attended the May 22nd special meeting of the Housing Commission to request funds.  The Washington Community Housing Trust has received a $480,000.00 grant from the State of Connecticut to improve the Vincent property in New Preston.  They are requesting $70,000.00 from the Washington Housing Commission to be added to the grant monies in order to start and complete the project.  The previously issued grant would possibly expire if not enacted before the State of Connecticut fiscal year ends.
· Discussion included what the plan entails and that it is a worthwhile project.  An opportunity not to pass up and timing is critical.  The appropriation of the funds would have to be approved at a town meeting.
· Motion:  To approve the recommendation to the Board of Finance of appropriating $70,000.00 from the Washington Housing Commission funds to the Washington Community Housing Trust to supplement the State of Connecticut’s grant of $480,000.00 to improve the Vincent property in New Preston for limited equity housing and build an additional two homes on said property by Mark Lyon, seconded by Jay Hubelbank.  The motion passed unanimously.
· Motion:  To approve the scheduling of a Special Town Meeting for June 21, 2018 at 7:30 PM to vote on the appropriation of $70,000.00 from the Washington Housing Commission funds to the Washington Community Housing Trust to supplement a State of Connecticut grant contingent upon the approval of the Board of Finance by Mark Lyon, seconded by Dave Werkhoven.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Adjournment:

· Motion:
To adjourn the meeting at 6:12 PM as there was no further business for discussion by Mark Lyon, seconded by Dave Werkhoven.  The motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Sheila M. Anson

Acting Clerk
June 5, 2018
