
TOWN OF WASHINGTON

Board of Selectmen

Minutes

November 20, 2014
Minutes are subject to the approval of the Board of Selectmen
Present:
First Selectman Mark E. Lyon, Selectman Jay Hubelbank.

Public:
Tony Bedini, Chris Charles, Linda McGarr, Nick Solley, Robert Tomlinson.
Call to Order:
First Selectman Lyon called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.
Approval of Minutes:
On page three of the November 6, 2014 minutes of the Selectmen’s meeting, under Visitors and under the bullet for Nick Solley, first sentence should replace the word “cub-contracted linemen” to “sub-contracted linemen”.
· Motion:
To approve the minutes of the November 6, 2014 Meeting of the Board of Selectmen as corrected by Jay Hubelbank, seconded by Mark Lyon and unanimously approved.

Communications:
None. 
Appointments/Resignations:
· Vacancy still occurs on the Cable Advisory Council.  
· Board of Finance; Lisabeth D. Adams from Alternate to Regular Member until November 2015.  The Board of Finance appointed Lisabeth D. Adams as a full member of the Board of Finance to fill the vacancy created by Rex Swain’s resignation.  This appointment now creates an Alternate vacancy.
Motion:  To accept the appointment of Lisabeth D. Adams as a full member of the Board of Finance to fill a vacancy until November 2015 by Mark Lyon, seconded by Jay Hubelbank and unanimously approved.
First Selectman’s Report:
· Plaza Project: TPA Firm of New Haven is the engineering firm selected by the Plaza Project Committee and has been accepted by the State DOT.  Mark Lyon, the State DOT, and TPA will meet to begin negotiations.
· Oil Fracking Ordinance:  Town Attorney David S. Miles reviewed the Town’s proposed oil fracking ordinance as it relates to State of Connecticut’s oil-fracking regulation and doesn’t see any issues with it; he will submit a written comment.

· Town Garage Update:
Construction of the new town garage is nearing completion and there will be a punch-list walk through probably the second week of December.  If all goes planned, the town can begin using it.
Old Business:

· Town Hall Update:  Estimated completion is still scheduled for early January.  Carpet, AV equipment, and windows to be installed.
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New Business:

· Resolution:  MOA with Connecticut Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security for use of DEMHS Region 5 assets and grants.

This resolution authorizes the First Selectman to authorize and deliver any documents on behalf of the town to the State of Connecticut Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security for use of DEMHS Region 5 funds.

RESOLVED, that the Town of Washington Board of Selectmen may enter into with and deliver to the State of Connecticut Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection any and all documents which it deems to be necessary or appropriate; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that Mark E. Lyon, as First Selectman of Town of Washington, is authorized and directed to execute and deliver any and all documents on behalf of the Town of Washington and to do and perform all acts and things which he deems to be necessary or appropriate to carry out the terms of such documents, including, but not limited to, executing and delivering all agreements and documents contemplated by such documents.
Motion:  To accept the above mentioned resolution by Mark Lyon, seconded by Jay Hubelbank and unanimously approved.
· Region 12 Capital Financing Options.

Mark Lyon reported capital finance options for Region #12.  There are long overdue repairs and improvements that are necessary to the classrooms and buildings.  The three First Selectmen and the three Chairmen of the Boards of Finance have met and their concern is getting support from the residents of the three towns for a five- to seven-million dollar long-term bond.  They would not like to see another referendum voted down without a backup plan; the negative vote is a reaction of people’s uncertainty of the school’s future.  Their proposal is to obtain a short-term note or include capital expenditures in the regional school budget.  The First Selectmen and the Chairmen of the Boards of Finance plan to draft a letter to the Board of Education for early December.  It was noted that the region is moving forward on applying to have an agri-science program in its future.  The plans are very promising but an application needs to be submitted to the state for approval; once approved, it would take two years before its active and another two years before seeing any benefits of it.

Jay Hubelbank feels strongly that the school district is not going away in the near future.  He commented that funding through the school budget is not a viable option; a long-term bond would be the best possible solution.
Further discussion among the selectmen and visitors included:

· Repairs need to be done, especially to the science labs.

· Some repairs are reimbursed by state funds.

· Numbers need to be gathered in order to determine expenditures.

· Very important to get as much information out to the residents in each of the three towns on how necessary it is for these repairs.  A positive presentation would gather public support of the projects.  A Public Information Firm has been hired to work on public relations for the region.
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Visitors:
· Robert “Rocky” Tomlinson inquired about the potential of the Town hooking into a State of Connecticut fiber optic internet program called Nutmeg Network; Jay Hubelbank will be participating in the research of it next week.  The town hall is currently installing wireless internet.
· Chris Charles talked about the town’s current work on the Plan of Conservation and Development and how it is important to involve all aspects of the municipality (i.e., commissions, schools, residents) to keep Washington a vital and thriving community.  “Sustainability” is a key word in working toward this goal.
Adjournment:
Before adjourning, the Board of Selectmen offer Congratulations to Mary Anne Greene and her family on the birth of her granddaughter, Kate Elizabeth Gibbs!  
· Motion:
To adjourn the meeting at 6:20 PM as there was no further business for discussion, by Mark Lyon, seconded by Jay Hubelbank and unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted,

Sheila M. Anson

Acting Clerk

