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Town of Washington
Bryan Memorial Town Hall
Post Office Box 383
Washington Depot, CT  06794
Washington Conservation Commission
Minutes
July 2, 2014

5:00 p.m.







        

Members Present:
Susan Payne, Linda Frank, Randy Bernard, Phil Markert, Betsy Corrigan, Alt., Ann Quackenbos, Alt
Members Absent:
Diane Dupuis, Dirk Sabin, Alt.
Staff Present:
Shelley White
Others:

5:06 pm

Ms. Payne, Chair, called the meeting to order.
Ms. Payne announced that there would not be a Conservation Commission Meeting August 6, 2014.

Seated: Payne, Frank, Bernard, Markert, Quackenbos, Alt.
Consideration of the Minutes
The Commission considered the regular meeting minutes of the Conservation Commission for June 4, 2014.
Motion:
to accept the June 4, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes of the Conservation Commission as 


submitted, by Ms. Frank, seconded by Mr. Bernard, passed by 5-0 vote.
Town of Roxbury Conservation Commission

Ms. Payne stated that she received an email from Mr. Steinman, Chair of the Town of Roxbury Conservation Commission.  He stated that the Roxbury CC and Historic District Commission are collaborating with the Roxbury Board of Selectmen to preserve the old railroad station, turn it into a railroad and farming museum and “put the mill/warehouse building and old hardware store building to appropriate productive purpose – including the establishment of a hiker’s station – and connect Steep Rack/Carter Preserve/Mine Hill trails to the Orzech/River Road/Erbacher and Golden Harvest Preserve Trails and Golden Harvest Preserve Trails and the trail from Chase Park to Lake Lillinonah.” 

Mr. Steinman informed Ms. Payne that the first step would be to develop a proposal for grant funding from the Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation to support plan development and resource assessment.  He asked Ms. Payne if the Conservation Commission could provide a letter of endorsement. It was the consensus of the commissioners that Ms. Payne should write a letter of support on behalf of the Town of Washington Conservation Commission.

66 Upper Church Hill Road Easement

Ms. Payne stated that she spoke to the property owners that are planning to build a house at this location in the future.  She informed them of the existing easement and they were receptive to marking the easement before any excavation and proceeding with caution during construction.  The commissioners looked at a property/boundary survey of the property.

5:14 Ms. Corrigan arrives.

Town Water Resources Protection

The commissioners looked at the Town of Washington Water Resources Map.  

Mr. Bernard stated that the Connecticut Community Foundation funded a water quality probe for Steep Rock and other associations and the idea was to use this tool to monitor the Shepaug River, which he has been doing.  

He has been monitoring Bee Brook that feeds into the Shepaug River since the summer of 2012 to the spring of 2014.  He created a Power Point presentation to report his findings titled “Bee Brook Stream” for Steep Rock Association, Inc. – Stewardship’s River Subcommittee (on file in the Land Use office). 

Mr. Bernard stated that the water quality probe measures temperature, pH and conductivity.  He said that the probe could be used to take spot measurements or it could float and it would monitor the water continuously taking measurements approximately every 15 minutes for long periods of time.

Mr. Bernard stated that the idea of this project was to assess the resource, provide some development of education/outreach programs and natural resource planning.

He explained the graphs, charts and photographs indicating the results of the data that was collected.  He noted that the flow of the water affects the measurements.

There was a brief discussion regarding the temperature at various locations and how it affects the habitat.  Mr. Bernard said that one the recommendations would be to provide shade for some of these locations.

Mr. Bernard discussed Land Management based on the data and indicated conservation concerns: 1. Run-off from horse and dairy farms, 2. High stream temperatures, 3. Flood control and beaver dam management.  He indicated that the habitat could be improved by: 1. Allow shade trees or forested strips along Bee Brook in the open fields of Macracostis, 2. Enhance Bee Brook confluence with the Shepaug to provide thermal refuge for temperature sensitive fish species using pools and jetties.

Based on the information Mr. Bernard collected he recommends: 1. Enhance Bee Brook near the Shepaug confluence with pools and jetties, 2.  Shade the lower section of Bee Brook around the downstream footbridge of Macracostis, 3. Devise management plan to control water level and prevent flooding in Macracostis from beaver dams, 4.  Coordinate with WCC to monitor nutrient and bacteria levels near the Rabbit Hill crossing and Meeker Swamp. 

The commissioners discussed the types of trout found in the local water resources.

Mr. Bernard discussed future projects and other streams that would be monitored.

The commissioners discussed how the Conservation Commission could participate with monitoring the water resources.  They discussed taking measurements before and after Meeker Swamp and measuring ecoli and bacteria levels.  Mr. Bernard stated that it is important to make sure the water quality coming into the Town is as good as what is going out of the Town.

New Preston Open Space

The commissioners agreed that the Town should continue to mow the New Preston Open Space but let the understory grow up around the perimeter of privately owned properties.

There was a brief discussion regarding a viewing platform for bird watching and other nature observing activities.  Mr. Markert volunteered to look into this.

Ms. Corrigan stated that she is continuing to inventory biodiversity on the property.

The commissioners discussed phragmites 

Privilege of the Floor
No one from the public was present.
Adjournment
Motion:
to adjourn at 6:23 by Ms. Frank
Ms. Payne adjourned the meeting.
Submitted subject to approval,

Shelley White Land Use Clerk                     7-9-14

CC Minutes 7-2-14

