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16 May 2022 
 
Mr. Nicholas Solley, Chairman 
Zoning Commission 
Town of Washington 
2 Bryan Plaza 
Washington Depot, CT 06794 
 
Re: 16 Old Litchfield Road – Accessory Apartment, Detached 
 
 
Dear Mr. Solley, 
 
With this application, a Special Permit is sought per Section 13.11.2 of the Town of 
Washington Zoning Regulations for a detached accessory apartment at 16 Old Litchfield 
Road. 
 
16 Old Litchfield Road is a 3.12-acre parcel improved with a single-family dwelling with 
attached garage, detached shed and swimming pool (permitted in 2021).  Lot area is 
136,001 square feet and existing lot coverage is 10,290 square feet, or 7.57%.  Proposed 
lot coverage is 13,068 square feet, or 9.61%. 
 
Total vertical height of the proposed accessory structure does not exceed 26’. 
 
 
Special Permit Standards 
13.1.C.1 Washington’s 2014 PoCD identifies goals to diversify the housing stock, and 

enable a more diverse, younger population.  The detached accessory 
apartment creates desired small-scale housing. 

 
13.1.C.2 No change to the existing dwelling or its use is proposed.  The proposed 

structure is in keeping with the neighborhood. 
 
13.1.C.3 No change is proposed which would alter fire department or other emergency 

service access to the property. 
 
13.1.C.4 No change is proposed to existing driveway access from Old Litchfield Road, 

or to existing parking. 
 

13.1.C.5 16 Old Litchfield Road is a 3.12-acre parcel with sufficient available lot area 
and setback clearance for the proposed structure. 

 
13.1.C.6 Mature landscaping is existing on the property.  The owners intend selective 

landscape screening to the south and west. 
 

13.1.C.7 No activities are proposed within regulated wetland areas, nor are any 
material changes proposed to topography, vegetation or drainage. 
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13.1.C.8 No nuisance conditions are proposed.  Any noise generating equipment at the 

proposed new structure will comply with the Regulations. 
 

13.1.C.9 No blasting or earth or rock removal is proposed.   
 
Standards Specific to the Use 
13.11.3.A No accessory apartment exists on the property and one detached accessory 

apartment is proposed. 
 
13.11.3.B The owner shall reside on the property throughout the duration of the permit 

for the accessory apartment. 
 
13.11.3.C The detached accessory apartment is equipped with its own kitchen and full 

bath. 
 
13.11.3.D The Health Department has approved a septic system for the proposed 

detached accessory apartment.  Water supply is to be drawn from the 
principal dwelling assuming this proves feasible, otherwise a new well will be 
installed. 

 
13.11.3.E&F The finished Floor Area of the proposed detached accessory apartment is 

1,200 square feet. 
 
13.11.3.G The existing dwelling is a 2-1/2-story farmhouse with ground Floor Area of 

1,777 square feet.  The proposed detached accessory apartment is a 1-story 
freestanding structure with ground Floor Area of 1,200 square feet (68% of 
the principal structure).  It is subordinate to, and smaller than, the principal 
dwelling, and complies with Section 12.5.2. 

 
13.11.3.H&I The existing dwelling and proposed new structure share an existing driveway.  

There are several parking spaces at the existing dwelling. 
 
Lighting 14.3.L Exterior lighting at the proposed new structure will comply with Section 

12.15. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this application.  We are eager to meet with your 
Commission to answer any questions you may have. 
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of Stephanie Unwin and James Thompson. 
 
 
 
 
Reese Owens 
Reese Owens Architects LLC 
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