May 11, 2015 – WEO Activity Report


Town of Washington

   


INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON DEPOT, CT. 06794
To:  Inland Wetlands Commission                                    

From: Michael E. Ajello, WEO

Subject: WEO Activity Report, May 11, 2015
A summary of wetland related activities follows:
· Carafaro – 53 River Rd. – Install Pool, retaining wall and landscaping – Pool installation is continuing at this time.  This construction area has remained dry and separate from the streambed.
· Collins – 321/323 West Shore Rd. – Roadside stone walls – Workers continue assembling a wall systematically from south to north and delivering fieldstone to the roadside as needed.  Hay bales are on site for use around cross culverts.  The area of disturbance remains relatively small and at this time the wall across the #321 frontage has been completed and work has extended across most of the frontage of #323.  
· The Gunnery – 22 South St. – Build (2) Soccer Fields – I have been advised of the breach that occurred on 4/21 after a 1.5 “rainfall.  Chris Allan was on site early that day and witnessed the failure.  He immediately issued a report and asked for stabilization measures as well as increased sediment trap capacity, redirection of certain outflow and re-evaluation by the applicant’s engineers.  Meanwhile, the contractors reacted quickly to reinforce the breach and clean up the spillage.  At this point I have discussed the problem with all concerned individuals including the downgrade property owner.  Recommended improvements have been implemented and weather conditions have changed considerably.  The upper access road has been completed and the anti-tracking pad has been added.  Rough grading of the fields is ongoing with a reverse benched orientation.  Early stabilization of finished slopes has become a priority although I believe that the late season thaw resulting in high ground water may very well have contributed to the events of 4/21.
· Haight – 45 Old North Rd. – Demolish and rebuild Dwelling, install pool – This site has remained basically idle since the dwelling demolition occurred last month.  Final zoning documents are being completed at this time and foundation construction should begin within a week’s time.  Erosion/construction barriers remain in good condition.
· Hamilton – 199 West Shore Rd. – Site re-development – The removal of excess soils from this site was completed early last month and continued dry weather has helped keep West Shore Rd. free of tracked soil deposits.  The dwelling foundation has been completed and house framing is underway.  The lake house exterior is essentially completed and I was notified of the start of shoreline landscaping work on 5/4.  At this time the two large Oak trees near the west property line have been taken down.  The largest tree, alongside the road, was hollow at the base and turned out to be in decidedly worse condition than we had imagined.  Tree removal was completed by 5/11.
· Issavi – 27 West Shore Rd. – Stone retaining wall – I was advised of the recommencement of this work on 4/28 but at this time no activity has occurred on site.  The completion of the stone retaining wall should only take a day or two at which point the workers will install a masonry veneer over the exposed concrete of the lakeside pier.  I have discussed the process with the masonry contractor.  The mortared surface will be completed in phases and covered continually with tarps to promote a slow cure.
· Lautier – 56 June Rd. – Stone walls & Landscaping – The recommencement of stone wall construction recommenced at this property on 5/4.  Because of the location of this wall, at the top of a precipitous slope to the north of the dwelling, a substantial footing excavation was created.  The stockpile of soils and stone attracted some attention from area owners.  A stream bed does exist on adjoining property to the north; but it is some 50 ft. away.  I voiced concern to the owner as well as the contractor and they have improved the site at this time.  The work should be completed by our meeting on 5/13.  Dry conditions continue and tarps are on site for protection.  In the event of un-forecasted heavy rainfall, the entire area of disturbance can easily be covered. 
· Montessori School – 240 Litchfield Tpk. – parking area and drainage – I discussed a change in this plan with Mr. Jason Travelsted of O & G Industries on 5/11.  It appears the grade changes within the Town of Warren may have minute impacts to drainage entering Washington.  I have asked Mr. Travelsted to issue a request for revision along with the pertinent revised documents. 
· Santangelo – 77 West Morris Rd. – Unauthorized deposition of materials – I was notified of questionable activity on this site on 5/4.  I arrived to find that the landowners has deposited loose soils and cordwood around a driveway culvert in an apparent effort to prevent muddy conditions on their driveway.  After much discussion on site I advised the owners of the seriousness of their transgression.  I asked them to seek engineering help and develop a plan, and an IW application, which will involve the reconstruction of the failed driveway crossing of a small intermittent stream.  A Notice of Violation was issued on 5/5/15.
· Shepaug Valley Properties & Oscar Ebner – 335 Litchfield Tpk. – Timber Harvest – There has been no activity on this site since our last meeting.  The trails remain undisturbed and only a half dozen Ash trees have been cut down and are in the landing area.
· Silverman – 341 Nettleton Hollow Rd. – Barn addition – The barn was completed as soon as the season arrived.  The area is well mulched with Hay and erosion control fences were removed.  The associated “run-in shed” will not be built at this time.  I have closed the IW file.
·    Steep Rock Association – 147 Sabbaday Lane - Pedestrian Suspension Bridge – The Bee Brook Ford remains closed to traffic.  The surrounding stream banks show no significant effect from last season’s activity.
·    Steep Rock Association – 147 Sabbaday Lane - Reich Bridge Repairs – This site has been idle since our last meeting.

· Stiles/Angiollo – 25 West Shore Rd. – Demolish and Re-place Dwelling –Excavation of the site has been completed and only a small amount of soils remain stockpiled around the perimeter.  The rip rap anti-track pad installed alongside West Shore Rd. has created a suitable staging area for construction vehicles.    Roadside catch basins are fitted with a filter fabric and are cleaned regularly.
· Thorn – 228 West Shore Rd. – Remove & replace shed – The new shed was completed and I have allowed the removal of erosion control fences and closed the IW file.

Retired Permits:                

The following Inland Wetland permit files or enforcement files have been retired since the last commission meeting.  The sites have been checked for compliance with the permit, work has been completed, sites have been effectively stabilized against erosion or sedimentation, sign offs noted in the file and completion photos added to the file.
1. Silverman – 341 Nettleton Hollow Rd. – Barn addition
2. Thorn – 228 West Shore Rd. – Remove & replace shed

