March 23, 2015 – WEO Activity Report


Town of Washington

   


INLAND WETLANDS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON DEPOT, CT. 06794
To:  Inland Wetlands Commission                                    

From: Michael E. Ajello, WEO

Subject: WEO Activity Report, March 23, 2015
A summary of wetland related activities follows:
· Collins – 321/323 West Shore Rd. – Roadside stone walls – Work has re-commenced on the stone wall construction.  Excavation and installation of a sub-grade base of crushed stone was completed late last year and excess soils were removed.  Workers are now simply assembling a wall systematically from south to north and delivering fieldstone to the roadside as needed.  Hay bales are on site for use around cross culverts.  The area of disturbance extends from the road to only 2 feet beyond the stone wall in still frozen conditions.  Approximately 100 ft. of wall has been constructed.
· The Gunnery – 22 South St. – Build (2) Soccer Fields – I met with the site excavation contractor, A. J. Towne, on March 18 to discuss the job start requirements.  Mr. Towne will continue the installation of dual silt fences (as designated by the engineers and field located by the surveyors) during the next 10 days.  The area between the fences will be spread with wood chips from the onsite stockpiles.  Shallow fence trenching will be done with a trenching device mounted to the front of a tracked skid steer.  A few stumps may need to be removed by tracked excavator (aka track-hoe).  An on-site pre-construction meeting has been scheduled for Friday, March 27th at 10:00 am.  It will be attended by Mr. Towne, Mr. Zekas of the Gunnery, Chris Allan of Land Tech consultants and myself.  Stumping and grading of the construction area is scheduled to begin on April 1st, at the earliest.  Mr. Towne understands that all work is weather sensitive, especially in the spring of the year.
· Haight – 45 Old North Rd. – Demolish and rebuild Dwelling, install pool – I have discussed the demolition of this dwelling and the reinforced erosion control fences with the excavation contractor, Bill Joyce.  Zoning review of the recent revisions to the plan will delay the start of this work.

· Hamilton – 199 West Shore Rd. – Site re-development – Concrete workers have been able to proceed with installation of foundation walls at the dwelling site while carpenters continue construction of the lake house.  Frozen lake waters and snow piles have restricted the areas of disturbance and erosion control efforts by the contractors have been sufficient to maintain good controlled site conditions.
· Hochberg – 15 Couch Rd. – Fire pond maintenance – Mr. Hochberg has notified me of his intent to perform the typical seasonal hand dredging this year in early April.  I warned him to use good judgement regarding weather conditions and stream flow volume before drawing down the pond level and he agreed to be cautious in those matters. 
· Issavi – 27 West Shore Rd. – Stone retaining wall – No progress has been made since our last meeting.
· Shepaug Valley Properties & Oscar Ebner – 335 Litchfield Tpk. – Timber Harvest – Start of this work has begun with the skidding of a half dozen Ash logs across the frozen surfaces to the landing area.  I am hopeful that the bulk of this work can be accomplished before muddy conditions prevail.
·    Steep Rock Association – 147 Sabbaday Lane - Pedestrian Suspension Bridge – On 3/13, during a modest warm up of weather conditions, the steel plates and logs were removed from the Bee Brook equipment crossing.  The slow snow melt that we have been experiencing, as well as the absence of heavy rain events, seems to have reduced the risk of violent spring thaw events such as high water flow, shifting ice floes, or extensive mud conditions.
· Steep Rock Association – 147 Sabbaday Lane - Reich Bridge Repairs – This site has been idle since our last meeting.

· Stiles/Angiollo – 25 West Shore Rd. – Demolish and Re-place Dwelling –The excavation contractor’ Paul Swanson, has been jackhammering the rocky ledges alongside West Shore Rd. per the DOT’s required effort to improve the highway line-of-sight and provide the improved driveway access.  Daily use of hay bales and distribution of hay in critical areas has prevented erosion and sedimentation concerns.  The dwelling is poised for demolition at this time.
·   Wykeham Rise LLC – 101 Wykeham Rd. – Construct Inn – I have notified Chris Allan of Land Tech Consultants of the inspection schedules for this project and am seeking finalized documents and start dates for his use.  IW bonds will be paid as soon as zoning approvals are complete and no work will start before that time.

