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                                      Town of Washington 

                                        Inland Wetlands Commission 

                                                            August 23, 2023  

                                                          Regular Meeting 
                                                                                     Hybrid  

                                                                                   MINUTES  

Members Present:  Mr. Papsin, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Koppel, Alt. 

Via Zoom: Ms. Anthony-Bogue, Mr. Gendron, Ms. Dubow, Alt. 

Members Absent: Ms. Audet 

Public Present: Mr. McTigue, Mr. Neff, Mr. Pushlar, Mr. Talbot 

Public Present Via Zoom: Ms. White, (Land Use Administrator), Mr. Thacher, Mr. Larson, Ms. 

Jamieson (Press: Voices) 

Regular Business: 

Chair Papsin called the meeting to order at 7:04pm. 

Members Seated:  Mr. Papsin, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Gendron, Ms. Anthony-Bogue and Mr. Koppel for 

Ms. Audet 

Consideration of the Minutes:  

Regular Meeting Minutes: 8-9-2023:  
 
MOTION: To approve the August 9, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes of the Washington Inland Wetlands 
Commission, as submitted, by Mr. Bennett, seconded by Ms. Anthony-Bogue, approved 5-0 vote. 
 

Special Meeting Minutes for 8-18-2023 site inspection at 198 Tinker Hill Rd., Site Inspection Report 
by L. Gendron:  
 
MOTION: To approve the Special Meeting Minutes for the August 18, 2023 Site Inspection Report by L. 
Gendron for 198 Tinker Hill Road, as submitted, by Mr. Bennett, seconded by Mr. Koppel, approved 5-0 
vote. 

 
Special Meeting Minutes for 8-18-2023 site inspection at 254 New Milford Turnpike, Site 
Inspection Report by B. Bennett:  
 
MOTION: To approve the Special Meeting Minutes for the August 18, 2023 Site Inspection Report by B. 
Bennett for 254 New Milford Turnpike, as submitted, by Mr. Bennett, seconded by Ms. Anthony-Bogue, 
approved 5-0 vote. 

 
Special Meeting Minutes for 8-18-2023 site inspection at 46 Christian St., Site Inspection Report by J. 
Anthony-Bogue:  
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MOTION: To approve the Special Meeting Minutes for the August 18, 2023 Site Inspection Report by J. 
Anthony-Bogue for 46 Christian Street, as submitted, by Mr. Bennett, seconded by Mr. Koppel, 
approved 5-0 vote. 
 

Special Meeting Minutes for 8-21-2023 site inspection at 99 West Shore Rd, Site Inspection Report 
by M. Dubow: 
 
MOTION: To approve the Special Meeting Minutes for the August 21, 2023 Site Inspection Report by M. 
Dubow for 99 West Shore Road, as submitted, by Mr. Bennett, seconded by Mr. Koppel, approved 5-0 
vote.  

 

Motion to Include Subsequent Business Not Already on the Agenda:  

None 

Pending Applications: 

Cesari/99 West Shore Rd/Application for Permit #IW-23-40/replace existing dock:  

Mr. Papsin, Mr. Bennett, Ms. Anthony-Bogue, Mr. Gendron and Mr. Koppel are seated. 

The Commission reported that at the August 21, 2023 Site Inspection, it was discovered that the 

owner of 99 West Shore Road, Mr. Cesari, had replaced the dock prior to obtaining approval from 

the Commission. Commissioners discussed how they should proceed. 

Mr. Bennett stated that the attachment to the shoreline and lake bottom had not changed, and felt 

that this should be the main concern for the Commission, however, he felt is was best that the 

approval be conditioned to include the dimensions of both the old and new dock, showing the 

change in footprint, the increase in width and that the Commission’s dimensions, (as stated in the 

August 21, 2023 Site Inspection Report), to be included as part of the land record for this property. 

Mr. Papsin agreed with Mr. Bennett, stating that the dock had been installed by a reputable 

company and if the Commission were to approve it, it will be with conditions. Ms. Haverstock added 

that the applicant must submit a Finish Card and at that time the dock will be inspected. 

Mr. Koppel agreed, stating that the lake bottom and the attachment to the shore was the 

Commission’s main concern. Mr. Gendron and Ms. Anthony-Bogue agreed.  

Ms. Dubow voiced concern regarding the applicant’s failure to obtain the permit prior to installing 

the dock, and questioned if this would set a precedent in the future. 

The Commission discussed Ms. Dubow’s concern and agreed that their purview was whether there 

had been any ground or water disturbance during the installation of the dock.  

MOTION: To approve the application for Permit #IW-23-40 –Cesari - 99 West Shore Road – 

to replace an existing dock, as shown in the application submitted by Mr. Cesari on June 23, 

2023 that includes one dock and one swim dock with accompanying documentation.  This 

permit is valid for two (2) years and is subject to the following conditions: 1.  that the Land 

Use Office be notified 48 hours prior to the commencement of work so the Wetlands 
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Enforcement Officer can inspect and approve the erosion control measures, 2.  that the 

property owner gives the contractor copies of both the motion of approval and approved 

plans prior to the commencement of work, 3. the approval of this permit is conditioned 

upon the performance and completion of all proposed activities and/or improvements in 

totality to the satisfaction of the Inland Wetlands Commission. There shall not be any 

modification of any kind to the plans and/or scope/sequence of the proposed activities 

and/or improvements shown on the approved plans without prior approval of the Inland 

Wetlands Commission or its designee. 4. The measurements and dimensions of the new 

dock that was installed prior to approval obtained by the Inland Wetlands Commission at 

the August 21, 2023 Site Inspection shall be submitted as part of the application for the land 

record.  In approving this application, the Commission has considered all of the relevant 

criteria pursuant to Sections 11.02, 11A and 12.08 of the Inland Wetlands and Watercourse 

Regulations and finds that the proposed regulated activities as presented on the plans and 

conditioned herein, are not reasonably likely to lead to significant adverse impacts on any 

wetlands and watercourses, by Mr. Bennett, seconded by Mr. Koppel, passed by 5-0 vote. 

Arthur H. Howland & Associates for Stiteler/198 Tinker Hill/Application for Permit #IW-23- 51/ 

Proposed construction of a previously approved accessory structure, driveway, well, raingarden, 

grading, drainage and other related appurtenances:   

Mr. Papsin, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Gendron, Ms. Anthony-Bogue and Mr. Koppel were seated. 

Mr. McTigue of Arthur H. Howland & Associates, representing the property owner, stated that he 

had updated the Site Plan and made the changes as requested by the Commission at the August 18, 

2023 Site Inspection. He also showed where the trenches will be dug for the gas and electric lines. 

The retaining wall on the southwest side of the property has been removed from the Site Plan. The 

project received Health approval. The porch on the western side of the home has been increased a 

small amount. There is conservation easement on the property.  

Mr. Papsin voiced concern over the check dam locations, stating that he preferred the spacing to be 

25-feet apart, rather than 50-feet. Mr. McTigue agreed to space them 25-feet apart (plan signed and 

dated by Mr. McTigue, re: 25ft check dam placement). 

The Commission decided that further conditions that shall be placed will include the presence of Ms. 

Haverstock, Wetlands Enforcement Officer, during the installation of the anti-tracking pad, that a 

photo journal – from the start of the project, during the totality of the project and post completion 

of the project, shall take place and be updated weekly, and that the Soil Scientist be identified upon 

hiring.  

MOTION: To approve the application for Permit #IW-23-51 – Arthur H. Howland & 

Associates for Stiteler- 198 Tinker Hill Road – Proposed construction of a previously approved 

accessory structure, driveway, well, raingarden, grading, drainage and other related appurtenances, 

as shown on the plans by Arthur H. Howland & Associates, titled, “Proposed Site 

Development “SD.1”, dated February 16, 2016 with a revised date of August 22, 2023, and 

plans titled, “198 Tinker Hill Road, Parcel 1A, Lake Accessory Building for Ellen Giddins 

Stiteler”, by Peter Talbot AIA Architects, sheet A.101, dated August 21, 2023 with 
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accompanying documentation.  This permit is valid for five (5) years and is subject to the 

following conditions: 1.  that the Land Use Office be notified 48 hours prior to the 

commencement of work so the Wetlands Enforcement Officer can inspect and approve the 

erosion control measures, 2.  that the property owner gives the contractor copies of both 

the motion of approval and approved plans prior to the commencement of work, 3. the 

approval of this permit is conditioned upon the performance and completion of all 

proposed activities and/or improvements in totality to the satisfaction of the Inland 

Wetlands Commission. There shall not be any modification of any kind to the plans and/or 

scope/sequence of the proposed activities and/or improvements shown on the approved 

plans without prior approval of the Inland Wetlands Commission or its designee.   4. The 

Wetlands Enforcement Officer will be present while installing the anti-tracking pad. 5. A 

photo journal - from the start of the project, during the totality of the project and post completion 

of the project, shall take place and be updated weekly. 6. The soil scientist hired for the project 

will be identified. In approving this application, the Commission has considered all of the 

relevant criteria pursuant to Sections 11.02, 11A and 12.08 of the Inland Wetlands and 

Watercourse Regulations and finds that the proposed regulated activities as presented on 

the plans and conditioned herein, are not reasonably likely to lead to significant adverse 

impacts on any wetlands and watercourses, by Mr. Bennett, seconded by Mr. Koppel, 

passed by 5-0 vote. 

Pushlar for Harris/254 New Milford Turnpike/Application #IW-23-54 to modify Permit #IW-22-

23/additional planting, light post, and fencing, fencing and light post location in URA:   

Mr. Papsin, Mr. Bennett, Mr. Koppel, Ms. Anthony-Bogue and Mr. Koppel were seated. 

Mr. Pushlar, representative for Mr. Harris, owner of the property located at 254 New 

Milford Turnpike, stated that since the August 18, 2023 Site Inspection, he had added the 

four dead trees to be removed to the Site Plan, (the tree stumps will remain). He explained 

that the modifications to the plan were requested by the Zoning Commission during the 

Special Permit approval process, and included a six-foot high fence that would be 7-feet 6-

iches from the property line, an added section of fence to block car lighting from the 

neighboring home, light posts and arborvitae plantings.  

The Commission clarified that was a modification to an already approved application, (#IW-

22-23), and the original conditions still applied to this permit. 

The Commission discussed a Condition set forth on the previously approved permit 

regarding water sampling at the water flow area on the rear of the property that has since 

stopped. The Commission agreed that once the water flow has started again, they will 

request that it be sampled every 30 days. They will also request photo documentation of 

the water flow area. Water testing of the East Aspetuck River should also be provided, along 

with the dates of when the testing occurred. 

MOTION: To approve the application for Permit #IW-23-54 to modify Permit #IW-22-23 – 

Pushlar for Harris- 254 New Milford Turnpike – additional planting, light post, and fencing, 



Washington Inland Wetlands Commission – August 23, 2023 - Meeting Minutes                                                         5 | P a g e  
 

fencing and light post location in URA, as shown on the plans titled, “258 & 254 New Milford 

Turnpike, Wetland Site Plan”, drawing number L-1.0, dated June 20, 2022 with a revision 

date of August 1, 2023 and August 23, 2023, by Dean Pushlar, Licensed Landscape Architect 

with accompanying documentation.  This permit is valid for five (5) years and is subject to 

the following conditions: 1.  that the Land Use Office be notified 48 hours prior to the 

commencement of work so the Wetlands Enforcement Officer can inspect and approve the 

erosion control measures, 2.  that the property owner gives the contractor copies of both 

the motion of approval and approved plans prior to the commencement of work, 3. the 

approval of this permit is conditioned upon the performance and completion of all 

proposed activities and/or improvements in totality to the satisfaction of the Inland 

Wetlands Commission. There shall not be any modification of any kind to the plans and/or 

scope/sequence of the proposed activities and/or improvements shown on the approved 

plans without prior approval of the Inland Wetlands Commission or its designee.   4. The 

applicant shall provide the Inland Wetlands Commission with photo documentation of the 

rear area of the property where water flow occurred. 5. The applicant shall test the water 

flow once every thirty (30) days once the water flow begins again. 6. The East Aspetuck 

River shall also be tested and compared to this area of concern, and details of the testing, 

including the dates of testing, shall be provided. In approving this application, the 

Commission has considered all of the relevant criteria pursuant to Sections 11.02, 11A and 

12.08 of the Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Regulations and finds that the proposed 

regulated activities as presented on the plans and conditioned herein, are not reasonably 

likely to lead to significant adverse impacts on any wetlands and watercourses, by Mr. 

Bennett, seconded by Mr. Koppel, passed by 5-0 vote. 

B. Neff for Ingrassia/46 Christian Street/Application #IW-23-55 to modify Permit #IW-22-

11/Correction of Zoning rear yard encroachment with A/C units, and finish landscape work: 

Mr. Papsin, Mr. Bennett, Ms. Anthony-Bogue, Mr. Gendron and Mr. Koppel were seated. 

Brian Neff, P.E, representative for the owners of 46 Christian Street, stated that since the 

Site Inspection that occurred on August 18, 2023, he had discussed the suggestion of a 

possible boulder wall in the corner of the property with the contractor and property owner, 

and they did not believe that would be a problem, noting that it would bring the grade 

down. It was requested that the permit be extended from a two-year permit to a five-year 

permit. The Commission agreed to this.  

MOTION: To approve the application for Permit #IW-23-55 to modify Permit #IW-22-11 – B. 

Neff for Ingrassia- 46 Christian Street – Correction of Zoning rear yard encroachment with 

A/C units, and finish landscape work, as shown in the Site Plan titled, “Proposed Site Plan – 

House Renovation/Addition”, revised August 19, 2023, prepared by Brian E. Neff, P.E, sheet 

1 of 1, and the Planting and Maintenance Plan submitted by Lisa Turoczi of Earth Tones, LLC, 

dated August 21, 2023 with accompanying documentation.  This permit is valid for five (5) 

years and is subject to the following conditions: 1.  that the Land Use Office be notified 48 

hours prior to the commencement of work so the Wetlands Enforcement Officer can 
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inspect and approve the erosion control measures, 2.  that the property owner gives the 

contractor copies of both the motion of approval and approved plans prior to the 

commencement of work, 3. the approval of this permit is conditioned upon the 

performance and completion of all proposed activities and/or improvements in totality to 

the satisfaction of the Inland Wetlands Commission. There shall not be any modification of 

any kind to the plans and/or scope/sequence of the proposed activities and/or 

improvements shown on the approved plans without prior approval of the Inland Wetlands 

Commission or its designee.  In approving this application, the Commission has considered 

all of the relevant criteria pursuant to Sections 11.02, 11A and 12.08 of the Inland Wetlands 

and Watercourse Regulations and finds that the proposed regulated activities as presented 

on the plans and conditioned herein, are not reasonably likely to lead to significant adverse 

impacts on any wetlands and watercourses, by Mr. Bennett, seconded by Mr. Gendron, 

passed by 5-0 vote. 

New Applications to be Received by the Commission: 

Sabin Landscape Architects for Wolff/41 Tinker Hill Rd./Application #IW-23-56/for the installation 
of a pool with patio and boulder wall: 
 
The Commission accepted the application. 
 
A Site Inspection has been scheduled for Wednesday, August 30, 2023 at 3:00pm 
 
 Arthur H. Howland & Associates for BCLC, LLC/217 West Shore Rd./Application #IW-23-57/for 
improvements to the lakefront – relocation of trees, a seating area, stairs, grading, and other 
related appurtenances: 
 

The Commission accepted the application. 
 
Jim McTigue of Arthur H. Howland & Associates, representing the property owner, explained 
that his clients would like to improve the lakefront, and in doing so would be relocating trees, 
constructing a seating area and stairs, and grading. Any topsoil removed from the area will be 
taken off site.  
 
The Commission will be conducting a Site Inspection on Wednesday, August 30, 2023 to take 
place immediately following the previous Site Inspection – approximately 4:00pm. The 
Commission has requested that the trees be marked and details of where the trees will be 
relocated to and how they will be moved, the staircase shall be marked and the corners of the 
patio should be staked out.  
 
 Steep Rock Association/185 Tunnel Rd./Application #IW-23-58/Invasive plant management within 
riparian buffer of Shepaug River tributary stream: 
     
The Commission accepted the application. 
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A Site Inspection has been scheduled for Wednesday, August 30, 2023 immediately 

following the previous Site Inspection – approximately 5:00pm. The Commission can park in 

the area of West Church Hill Road.  

 

Other Business:  

There was no other business. 

Enforcement and Compliance Initiatives:   

Ms. Haverstock reported that she and Mr. Papsin have been continuing their weekly site 

visits. Recent sites have included Rabbit Hill Road, Perkins Road, Myfield Lane and Lake 

Waramaug. 

Ms. Haverstock stated that in regards to 99 West Shore Road and the dock that had been 

placed in the Lake prior to approval or obtaining a permit, the Commission should refer to 

Section 23 of The Inland Wetlands Regulations.  

The Commission discussed their options and concluded that the dock, which was placed 

directly in a water course, was not properly vetted by the Commission to assure it would be 

placed without incident and made with appropriate materials.  

The appropriate fine allowable in accordance with Town Ordinance #720 is $1,000.00 (one-

thousand dollars). The Commission agreed that this amount was acceptable and Ms. 

Haverstock could mail a Notice of Violation to the property owner.  

Administrative Business: 

No Administrative Business for this meeting. 

Communications: 

No Communications for this meeting 

Adjournment: 

Motion: To adjourn the August 23, 2023 Washington Inland Wetlands Commission meeting 

at 8:29pm, By Mr. Bennett, seconded by Mr. Koppel, passed 5-0 vote. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

    
Tammy Rill 
Land Use Clerk 

8-28-2023  
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*Minutes Filed, subject to approval 

Meeting Recording can be found here:  

https://townofwashingtongcc-

my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/trill_washingtonct_org/EZASI7OVasVNkCRRFFP6VeUBCOdAdVXjoOD-

PqKrqv0VeA?e=qMgOkl 

 

 

 

 

 

https://townofwashingtongcc-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/trill_washingtonct_org/EZASI7OVasVNkCRRFFP6VeUBCOdAdVXjoOD-PqKrqv0VeA?e=qMgOkl
https://townofwashingtongcc-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/trill_washingtonct_org/EZASI7OVasVNkCRRFFP6VeUBCOdAdVXjoOD-PqKrqv0VeA?e=qMgOkl
https://townofwashingtongcc-my.sharepoint.com/:u:/g/personal/trill_washingtonct_org/EZASI7OVasVNkCRRFFP6VeUBCOdAdVXjoOD-PqKrqv0VeA?e=qMgOkl

