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TOWN OF WASHINGTON Z ONING REGULATIONS  

SECTION 1 ï TITLE, AUTHORITY, PU RPOSE 

1.1 Title.  These Regulations shall be known as the ñZoning Regulations of the Town of 

Washington, Connecticutò and are herein referred to as ñthese Regulations.ò 

1.2 Authority.  These Regulations are prepared and adopted pursuant to the provisions of 

Chapter 124 of the General Statutes, 1978 Revision, as amended. 

1.3
*
 Purpose.  It is the purpose of the Regulations to promote the health and safety of the 

community; to encourage the most appropriate use of land; to prevent overcrowding of 

land; to lessen congestion in the streets; to secure safety from flood; to protect the 

ecology and prevent pollution and defilement; and to promote the general welfare of 

this rural community by sustaining harmonious residential development and 

encouraging the construction of safe, convenient business buildings attractively and 

conveniently located with adequate provision for parking.  These Regulations are 

intended to promote effectively the Townôs Plan of Conservation and Development. 

1.4 History of These Regulations.  On December 15, 1939, the first Zoning Regulations 

for the Town of Washington became effective.  They were amended on November 17, 

1948; December 27, 1948; November 15, 1952; December 28, 1955; November 15, 

1957; May 29, 1962; April 1, 1967; April 26, 1968; March 20, 1972; June 25, 1973; 

November 26, 1976; May 6, 1977, Sec. 11, Soil Based Zoning; March 3, 1978; July 

28, 1978; July 25, 1979; March 28, 1980; June 23, 1980; July 6, 1981; August 4, 1981; 

February 28, 1983; April 4, 1983; June 11, 1984; January 25, 1985; August 1, 1985; 

April 1, 1986; August 25, 1986; November 1, 1986; January 3, 1987; and August 6, 

1987.  They were further amended November 2, 1988, Sec. 13.1; January 3, 1989, Sec. 

13.15; March 25, 1989, Sec. 4.3.10, 5.3.4, 6.3.4, 9.3.14, 2.3.6; December 20, 1989, 

Sec. 4.2.6, 4.2.9, 4.3.11, 5.2.2, 5.3.5, 6.2.6, 21.1.8; February 26, 1990, Sec. 5.2.3, 

6.3.5, 7.3.8, 8.3.4, 9.3.15, 11.3, 21.1.6, 21.1.31, 21.1.32; April 16, 1990, Sec. 14.7.3; 

June 18, 1990, Sec. 13.12.2; and July 16, 1990, Sec. 4.3.12, 7.3.9, 8.3.5, 9.3.16, 13.16.  

They were amended again in April 1992, Sec. 11.2.5, 12.1.3, 12.13 - 12.13.2, 13.17 - 

13.17.9, and 16.3.9.  On July 17, 1993 amendments to the following sections were 

effective, Sec. 2.3, 2.3.2.e, 2.3.3, 2.3.5, 2.3.7, 4.2.2, 4.2.7, 4.2.8, 4.3.13, 4.3.14, 4.3.15, 

5.2.4, 5.3.6, 5.3.7, 6.2.5, 6.2.7, 6.3.6, 6.3.7, 6.3.8, 6.3.9, 7.2.2, 7.2.7, 7.3.8, 7.3.11, 

7.3.12, 7.3.13, 8.2.2, 8.2.7, 8.3.8, 8.3.11, 8.3.12, 8.3.13, 9.2.2, 9.2.7, 9.3.15, 9.3.17, 

9.3.18, 9.3.19, 10.2.2, 10.3.15, 10.3.17, 10.3.18, 10.3.19, 12.5, 13.8, 14.2, 14.2.a, 

14.2.b, 14.3, 14.7, 18.1.1, 18.2.3, 21.1.1, 21.1.1.a, 21.1.1.b, 21.1.12.  On November 

21, 1993 amendments to Section 13.14.1 were effective.  Section 11.3 was amended 

effective 1/1/95.  Revisions to Sections 13.8, 13.11, 13.12, 16.3, 16.5.6, 7.3.14, 8.3.16, 

9.3.20, 10.3.20, 11.1, 11.1.10, 2.3.3, 4.2.8, 6.2.7, 7.2.7, 8.2.7, 9.2.7, 11.5, 21.1.28, 

11.5.1.c, and 11.2.5 became effective 3/27/95.  Section 11.3 was revised again 

                                                 
*
 Sect. 1.3 amended 4/22/02. 



Version:  July 18, 2011 Town of Washington Zoning Regulations Page 3 

 

12/1/95.  Revisions to Sections 4.2, 4.3, 4.4.16, 5.2, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4.10, 7.2, 7.3, 8.2, 8.3, 

9.2, 9.3, 10.2, 10.3, 11.4.1, 11.4.2, 11.5.1.d, 12.6, 21.1.13, and 21.1.15 as they 

correspond with Section 12.6:  Home Occupation, were effective 4/15/96.  Revisions 

to Sections 4.4.5, 7.3.16, 8.3.17, 9.4.21, 10.4.21, 13.18, and 21.1.5 re: Commercial 

Kennels were effective 9/25/96.  Revisions to Sections 4.2.7, 4.2.8, 5.2.5, 5.2.6, 6.2.7, 

6.2.8, 7.2.16, 7.2.17, 8.2.17, 8.2.18, re: outdoor sports courts and patios, 2.3.2.f and 

16.3.5 re: prohibition of back lit and internally illuminated signs, 2.3.9 and 14.7.3 re: 

driveway grades, 21.1.1.a re: definition of accessory building, and updating section 

numbers referred to in 11.2.5 were approved effective February 18, 1997.  On July 28, 

1997 the following were adopted:  Section 2.3.2: a six-month moratorium on the 

construction and approval of commercial wireless communications facilities and 

Section 21.1.38, a definition of ñwireless communications facilities.ò  Effective 

1/15/98:  11.5.1.b, 11.5.1.c re: setbacks for pools and sports courts, 6.4.11 re: 

boathouses in the R-3 District by Special Permit, 21.1.3 re:  definition of boathouse, 

2.3.1 re: zoning permits required for first cuts, 2.3.4.a re: written notification of 

Special Permit applications to adjoining property owners, 13.19 re:  

Telecommunications Antennae, Facilities, and Antenna Towers Including Personal 

Wireless Service Facilities and Towers, 14.1.a re: reference to site plan requirements 

under 13.19, 21.1.a re: reference to definitions under 13.19 and 4.4.17, 6.4.12, 7.4.15, 

8.4.16, 9.4.22, 10.4.22 re: telecommunications facilities by Special Permit in all 

districts except the Washington Green District.  Effective 6/20/99:  revisions to the 

following definitions;  21.1.6-Building Line, 21.1.17-Farm Stand, 21.1.22-Lot Depth, 

21.1.23-Lot Frontage, 21.1.43-Street, 21.1.24-Lot, Interior, 21.1.26-Lot Line, Front; 

addition of the following definitions;  21.1.2- Accessway, 21.1.10-Driveway, 21.1.19-

Gallery, 21.1.45-Studio; revisions to the following sections to clarify the use of terms 

such as street, driveway, and accessway; 2.3.4.a, 2.3.9, 11.2, 11.2.5, 11.5.4, 12.1.3, 

12.3, 12.4, 13.3.d, 13.8.8, 13.11.5, 13.12.5, 14.7.1, 14.7.3, 14.7.6, 14.7.10, 15.1, 15.2, 

15.2.2, 16.3.10, 16.5.1, 16.5.6.a; and revisions to 11.2.2-clarification re: front yard 

setback, 11.5.1.c-front yard setback is 50 feet, 16.4.1-prohibit business signs on 

residential lots, 11.3-delete 2½ story maximum height, 12.13-standards for farm stands 

moved from Section 21 to Section 12, 16.5.6.g-off the premises signs permitted for 

Washington businesses only, 21.1.14-standards for farm stands moved from Section 

21 to Section 12, 7.3.20, 8.3.21, 9.4.23, 10.4.23-Gallery use added to these districts, 

13.1.B-standards changed to include neighborhood impact, nuisances, traffic, and 

buffering, 10.4.1-neighborhood commercial facility deleted from Woodville Business 

District, 11.5.1, exception of steps and safety structures from front yard setbacks, 

11.5.1.a, 11.5.1.b, 11.5.1.c-clarification structures must meet minimum setback 

requirements.  Effective 11/26/99:  Addition of Section 12.14: Generators, Air 

Conditioners, Pool Filters, and Other Noise Generating Equipment and as a use 

permitted in each district.  Effective 3/21/2000:  Complete revision of Section 11:  Lot 

Size, Density, and Other Dimensional Requirements and Soil Chart and addition in 

Section 21 of definitions for Density, Floodplain, Lot, frontage, Lot, interior, Open 

space, Parcel, Resubdivision, Slope, Soil scientist, Subdivision, Wetlands, and 

Watercourses.  Effective July 15, 2000:  Sections 2.3.4: increase in zoning permit fee,  

11.7.4:  maximum height of  accessory structure 26 feet.  Effective 8/15/2000:  
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Revision of entire Section 10; Woodville Neighborhood Business District.  Effective 

12/26/2000:  Revision of entire Section 13.11; Accessory Apartments, delete Section 

13.12, revisions to Sections 7.3.14, 7.3.21, 7.4.6, 8.3.14, 8.3.22, 8.4.6, 9.3.12, 9.3.13, 

9.4.10, 10.3.11, 10.3.12, 10.4.9, and addition in Section 21 of definitions for 

Accessory Apartment, Accessory Apartment, Attached, Accessory Structure, 

Residential Purpose.  Revision Section 9:  Marbledale Business District effective 

11/10/01.  Revisions effective 4/22/02:  1.3:  update name of Plan of Conservation and 

Development, 2.3.1:  gives Zoning Comm. authority to approved lot line revisions, 

2.3.4.a:  Certified notification letters to adjoining owners shall be postmarked no later 

than 10 days prior to the hearing, 3.2:  requires signature of Comm. Chairman, 6.4.6:  

Add purpose, 7.4.15, 8.4.17, 9.4.1.1:  Add Sports Facilities, 11.1.4:  Soil type 

determination shall be made prior to any soil disturbance, 11.2.2:  Slopes shall be 

determined prior to any land disturbance, 11.3.2, 11.5.1, 11.5.2:  clarifications ï no 

substantive changes, 11.7.4:  brings this section into conformance with Sect. 12.5.2, 

13.8 and 21.1.20:  reconciliation of Sections 13.8 and 21.1.20 re: when permit for 

excavation is required, 13.11.2.e and 21.1.25:  reconciliation of Sects. 13.11.2.e and 

21.1.25 ï no change in substance, 13.14.3, 13.14.4, 13.14.11:  change duration of Bed 

and Breakfast permit to 3 years, make sections consistent, and eliminate redundancies, 

13.16.4:  outside storage area permitted decreased to 5,000 sq. ft., 20.2:  rewording so 

future updates will not require a change in this section, 21.1.24:  Add definition of 

fence and renumber following sections, 21.1.39:  Delete section because it is 

duplicated elsewhere, 21.1.54:  Add all structures shall be considered permanent.  

Effective 9/23/02:  2.3.1.A and B:  Zoning permits required for first cuts and lot line 

revisions and 13.1.B:  Update of Special Permit standards.  Effective 11/18/02:  

Section 12.14 ï 12.14.3:  Add purpose, Increase distance noise generating equipment 

may be located from principal structure served, Section 17:  Deletion of language 

contrary to 8-2 of Ct. General Statutes, clarification of terms, renumbering as required, 

and Section 18.1.3:  Use variances not permitted.  Effective 5/15/03:  Add intent to 

Section 17, add references to increase in area, volume, and/or percentage of the 

structure that is nonconforming to Section 17.4.a.  Amendments 11/17/03:  Addition 

of definitions Lot Coverage, 21.1.30 and Setback, 21.1.49.  Effective 12/22/03:  

Revisions to Section 6, Addition of 6.5 and 6.6, Additions of definitions for: Dock, 

Dock, rowing shell, Float, Shoreline, Revised definition of Boathouse, Revised the 

written description and boundary of the R-3 District.  Effective 2/23/04:  Addition of 

Section 17.5:  Special Exceptions.  Effective 12/15/04: Amendments re: maximum 

height of primary and accessory buildings:  Section 11.7.2, Total vertical height of 

primary structures not to exceed 40 ft. and add height chart,  12.5.2, accessory 

buildings shall be clearly subordinate to primary buildings, and Section 21:  Add 

definition for Ground Floor Area, revise definition for Accessory Building.  Effective 

2/12/05:  Add Sections 12.14.5 and 18.1.3 re Special Exceptions for noise generating 

equipment.  Effective July 18, 2005:  Revisions to Sections 11.7.1 and 11.7.2 re: 

method of measuring maximum and mean height and addition of definitions in Section 

21 for Average pre-existing grade and Average finished grade.  Revisions to Section 

12.1:  Wetlands and Watercourse Setbacks effective September 19, 2005.   Revisions 

to/addition of Sections 11.5, 7.5, 7.6, 8.5, 8.6, 13.17.4 (deleted), and 15 regarding 
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Parking and Setbacks and Coverage in the New Preston and Washington Depot 

Business District effective August 16, 2006.  Effective 12/25/06:  Sections 4.4.17: 

Accessory structures used to operate or maintain a pre-existing golf course, 6.6 re: 

rowing shell docks, 6.6.10: construction materials for docks, floats, and stairs, 6.4.6: 

clarification re: what constitutes a fence, 21.1.19: Added definition of rowing shell 

dock and renumbering as required, and 21.1.29 (formerly 21.1.28): revision of the 

definition of fence.  Effective April 14, 2007:  New Section 12.15:  Outdoor Lighting 

in Residential Districts, Sections 4.3.8, 5.3.6, 6.3.6, 7.3.18, 8.3.19, 9.3.6, 10.3.5 to 

require outdoor sports courts be unilluminated, Sections 14.2 and 14.3 to require the 

location and description of all exterior lighting fixtures on sketch plans and site plans 

submitted for zoning and Special Permit applications, Section 16.3.4 to specify 

requirements for the light source of illuminated signs, Section 13.20 to permit Outdoor  

wood-burning furnaces, and Sections 4.4.18, 5.4.8, 6.4.12, 7.4.16, 8.4.18, and 9.4.12 

to permit outdoor wood-burning furnaces by Special Permit in all districts.  Effective 

6/21/07:  Addition of Section 2.3.2g for the prohibition of drive through eating and 

drinking establishments in all districts.  Effective 12/17/07:  6.6.14, 6.6.15, and 6.6.16 

regarding docks; 11.64, 12.16 regarding fences; the revised or added definitions 

21.1.12 (ñBuildingò), 21.1.28 (ñFenceò), 21.1.65 (ñStructureò), and 21.1.68 (ñWallò).  

Effective 5/22/08:  Revision 16.5.1:setback for non residential signs.  Effective  

6/16/08:  Revision of 12.15.4 and 12.15.9; to prohibit outdoor residential lighting in 

trees and to clarify the non binding recommendations and revision of 21.1.8, 21.1.9, 

and 11.7.2.3 to provide an alternate method for computing average pre existing and 

average finished grade.  Effective July 15, 2008:  Revision of 13.9 re: frontage on state 

highway required for inns.  Effective:  March 2009: Revision of 10.4.1 to permit 

Eating and Drinking Establishments by Special Permit in the Woodville Business 

District.  Effective 4/20/09:  Revisions: 1) 9.2.3 re: addition of Offices to permitted 

uses under specific circumstances in Marbledale District, 2) Deletion of 12.14.5:  

Special Exception for noise generating equipment, 3) 16.4.l re: permitting certain 

business and institutional signs in residential districts.  Effective 9/18/09:  Revisions:  

1) 6.4.13 allowing accessory structures used to operate or maintain a pre existing golf 

course by Special Permit in the Lake Waramaug Residential District, 2) 12.14.1 ï 

12.14.3 to require only noise generating pool equipment, not all pool equipment, to be 

located within 50 ft. of the pool served.  Effective 11/16/09:  Revision of 17.5.a.1 to 

allow the ZBA to grant Special Exceptions for Section 12.1.1 provided the Inland 

Wetlands Commission has already approved a permit for the enlargement of 

modification.  Effective 1/19/10:  Revisions to 7.3.7, 7.4.17, 8.3.7, 8.4.19, 9.4.1.a, 

9.4.1.d to require Special Permits for eating and drinking establishments in all 

business districts.  Effective April 16, 2010:  Revisions to 2.3.2.g, 12.6.1.c.10, 15.2 to 

change the term, ñrestaurantò to ñeating and drinking establishmentò and 21.1.24 to 

add the definition of ñEating and Drinking Establishment.ò  Effective August 20, 

2010:  Revision of 2.3.6 to allow acceptance and approval of applications for uses 

involving the installation or repair of a sewage disposal system prior to Health Dept. 

approval in cases under the jurisdiction of the State Health Dept. or Ct. DEP and 

deletion of language in Sections13.6, 13.10, 13.11.2.d, 13.11.3.d, 13.14.7, 13.15, 

13.17.5 because these are now covered by 2.3.6.  Revision of Sections 12.14 ï 12.14.6 
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re: permanently installed noise generating equipment, including new Sections 12.14.4 

and 12.14.5 effective 11/22/10.  Effective 12/20/10:  Revision of Section 13.10.3 to 

delete minimum apartment size under Residential Conversion of Older Homes.  

Effective 3/21/11:  New Section 2.4 re: public hearing submissions.  Effective 4/25/11:  

Revision of Section 13.13.4 to delete minimum apartment size for housing in the 

business districts.  Effective 7/18/11:  New Section 17.8 to allow the enlargement or 

extension of a non conforming use by Special Permit. 
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SECTION 2  -  GENERAL REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES 

2.1 Interpretation.   The provisions of these Regulations shall be held to be minimum 

requirements adopted for the purpose stated in Section 1 above.  It is not intended by 

these Regulations to repeal, abrogate, annul, or in any way impair, conflict, or interfere 

with any existing provision of law or ordinance or with any rules, regulations, or 

permits previously adopted or issued, or which shall be adopted or issued, pursuant to 

law, relating to the present use of buildings or premises; nor is it intended by these 

Regulations to interfere with or abrogate or nullify any easements, covenants, or other 

agreements between parties, provided, however, that where these Regulations impose 

a greater restriction upon the use of land or buildings or premises or upon the heights 

of buildings, or require larger yards or other open spaces than are imposed or required 

by existing provisions of law or ordinance or by such rules, regulations, or permits, or 

by such easements, covenants, or other agreements between parties, the provisions of 

these Regulations shall control. 

2.2 Classification of Uses.  Uses of land or buildings are classified and regulated by these 

Regulations as either PERMITTED USES or as SPECIAL PERMITS. 

2.2.1 PERMITTED USES are those which are allowed by right in a zoning district.  

Applications for permitted uses shall be submitted to the Zoning 

Enforcement Officer and may be approved by him or by the Zoning 

Commission depending upon the nature of the proposed use.  (See 2.3.5.) 

2.2.2 SPECIAL PERMITS are permitted only after meeting the special provisions of 

Sec. 13 and 14 of these Regulations.  Application for a Special Permit shall 

be submitted to the Zoning Enforcement Officer and approved by the 

Commission. 

2.3 Zoning Permit.  No building or structure shall be erected, moved, or structurally 

enlarged and no land or building shall be changed to another use nor shall any use be 

established or changed in any area of the Town of Washington without a zoning permit 

issued in conformance with the provisions of these Regulations. 

2.3.1
*
 

a A zoning permit shall be required for any plot or parcel, excluding a 

building lot in a subdivision approved by the Washington Planning 

Commission. 

b. A zoning permit shall be required for all property line revisions. 

2.3.2
À
 All uses not specifically permitted by right or Special Permit in these 

Regulations are prohibited.  In addition, the following are specifically 

prohibited: 

a. Abandoned buildings, which may be detrimental to the health, safety, 

and welfare of townspeople, or impair property values. 

b. Junk yards of all descriptions except when maintained temporarily by 

                                                 
*
 Revision of 2.3.1 effective 1/15/98; addition of 2.3.1.B effective 4/22/02; section 2.3.1 revised effective 9/23/02 
À
 Revision of 2.3.2.f effective 2/18/97 
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the Town, or any agency of the Town. 

c. Mobile homes or mobile home parks. 

d. Tents, portable houses, or temporary structures used as dwelling units. 

e. Helipads. 

f. Back lit and/or internally illuminated signs including back lit and 

internally illuminated vending machines. 

g.
*
 Drive through establishments selling food or drink and eating and 

drinking establishments that serve food or drink to customers in 

vehicles. 

2.3.3 The Zoning Commission shall appoint a Zoning Enforcement Officer who 

shall have the responsibility and authority to enforce the provisions of these 

Regulations in accordance with any administrative rules and procedures 

established by the Commission.  This shall include the authority to request 

an as-built survey map from the property owner prior to the issuance of a 

zoning compliance sign off or to help resolve an enforcement issue when 

the structure or use in question is 5 feet or less from the setback line.  The 

Commission may appoint a deputy Zoning Enforcement Officer to assist 

and act for the Zoning Enforcement Officer.  Any person violating these 

Regulations and failing to comply with the lawful orders of the Zoning 

Enforcement Officer shall be subject to such fines and penalties as are 

provided by the Connecticut General Statutes. 

2.3.4
À
 Application for a zoning permit or Special Permit shall be made on a form 

provided for the purpose and obtainable in the office of the Town Clerk or 

from the Zoning Enforcement Officer.  Requirements for site plans to 

accompany a permit application are in Section 14 of these Regulations.   

 

It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to send written notification of 

the pending Special Permit application to all neighboring property owners.  

Neighboring properties shall include all adjoining properties plus any 

properties located across the street, which except for the street would also 

be adjoining.  Notification shall be by certified mail/return receipt 

requested, on forms provided by the Land Use Office.  The applicant shall 

submit to the Commission a list of the names and addresses of all 

neighboring property owners and all certified mail receipts prior to the 

commencement of the public hearing.  Certified letters sent to adjoining 

property owners to inform them of public hearings shall be postmarked no 

later than ten days prior to the hearing. The Commission shall not consider 

the application complete, nor may it approve such application, if the list and 

the receipts have not been submitted.  An application for renewal of a 

Special Permit is exempt from this notification requirement. 

2.3.5 All applications for zoning permits shall be submitted to and may be 

approved by the Zoning Enforcement Officer or in his absence the 

                                                 
*
 Addition of Section 2.3.2.g: prohibition of drive through eating and drinking establishments effective 6/21/07. 
À
Revisions to Section 2.3.4.a effective 1/15/98, 6/20/99; Revision of 2.3.4 effective 7/15/2000; revision of 2.3.4.a re: 

postmark date added effective 4/22/02 
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Commission Chairman, or in the Chairmanôs absence the Commissionôs 

Secretary, provided such applications meet the requirements of these 

Regulations.  All applications for Site Plan Approval and Special Permits 

shall be submitted to and approved by the Commission prior to the issuance 

of any zoning permit where such approvals are required by the Regulations. 

All applications for amendments to the Zoning Regulations or the Zoning 

Map must be submitted to and processed by the Zoning Commission 

pursuant to the applicable provisions of the General Statutes. 

2.3.6 Sewage Disposal System. Except as provided herein, an application for a 

Zoning permit or Special permit for a use that involves, or legally would 

require, the installation or modification of a sewage disposal system shall 

not be approved unless the proposed new or modified system has been 

reviewed and approved by the Town Health Officer or the Officerôs 

authorized agent, or, if the system cannot legally be approved by the Town 

Health Officer, by any state agency or official that may have jurisdiction 

over the approval of such system.  If the proposed sewage disposal system 

would require the approval of a state agency or official, such as the 

Connecticut Department of Public Health or the Connecticut Department of 

Environmental Protection, the Commission may issue a Zoning permit or 

Special permit, as appropriate, only upon condition that the approval shall 

not become effective, and that no building or construction may begin, until 

the septic system has received all required state approvals and copies of the 

approval notices have been provided to the Commission.  No certificate of 

Zoning compliance shall be issued for purposes of a certificate of occupancy 

until any required sewage disposal system or modifications thereto have 

received all required approvals from local and state agencies and officials 

and notices of such approvals have been filed with the Commission.  If an 

approval by any state agency or official includes conditions that require 

changes in any plan that was approved by the Commission or its authorized 

agent in connection with any Zoning permit or Special Permit, the Zoning 

permit or Special permit will not be valid unless the Commission or its 

authorized agent, as applicable, has reviewed and approved those changes. 

2.3.7 No zoning permit or Special Permit shall be valid after one year from the 

date of the decision of the Commission granting such permit unless 

construction, as defined in Section 2.3.8 below, shall have been started 

within such year and is diligently prosecuted to completion.  The 

Commission, in its sole discretion, for good cause shown, may grant an 

extension of time to start and/or diligently prosecute construction to 

completion for an additional period of one year.  A permit extended under 

such conditions may be revoked by the Commission when it determines that 

there is a failure to complete construction in said diligent manner. 

2.3.8 Nothing in these Regulations shall require any change in a permitted use or 

in the plans or construction of any building on which construction was 

begun under a permit issued prior to the effective date of these Regulations.  

Construction is the: 
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a. excavation of a basement, cellar, or foundation, or 

b. actual placing of construction materials in their permanent position 

fastened in a permanent manner, or 

c. substantial beginning of demolition and removal of an existing 

building preparatory to rebuilding, provided, however, in each 

circumstance that the construction shall be diligently carried on until 

the completion of the building involved. 

2.3.9
*
 A zoning application or Special Permit application, which involves the 

installation of a driveway, must meet the following requirements: 

a. A residential driveway shall not exceed 15 percent in grade.  At no 

point along its length shall a driveway exceed the maximum slope 

permitted. 

b. A commercial driveway shall not exceed 30 feet in width or 10 

percent in grade.  At no point along its length shall a driveway exceed 

the maximum slope permitted. 

c. No driveway may be constructed with a grade greater than 10 percent 

either ascending or descending within 20 feet of the intersection of the 

driveway with the street or highway. 

2.4 Public Hearing Submissions. If a public hearing is to be held on any application for a 

permit, all documentary evidence in support of the application shall be filed with the 

Commission and available for public inspection no less than fifteen (15) days prior to 

the day of the hearing or any reconvening thereof. All other persons wishing to present 

documentary evidence in the proceeding should file such evidence on or before the 

date on which the public hearing is commenced. Nothing in this section shall prohibit 

the Commission, in the exercise of its discretion, from receiving evidence from any 

person at a later time. However, the Commission may refuse to consider any 

information and documentary evidence, including but not limited to any proposed 

modifications to the applicantôs site plans or regulated activities, that is submitted after 

the aforesaid dates if it determines that the Commissionôs members, staff, or 

consultants would not have sufficient time to review such information or evidence 

properly or thoroughly before the public hearing is closed. 

                                                 
*
 Revisions to 2.3.9 effective 2/18/97 and 6/20/99 



Version:  July 18, 2011 Town of Washington Zoning Regulations Page 11 

 

 

SECTION 3  -  DESIGNATION OF ZONIN G DISTRICTS 

3.1 Purpose.  In order to provide a variety of living, employment, and business 

opportunities in the Town of Washington, the following districts are hereby 

established: 

3.1.1 Residential Districts. 

a. R-1, Farming and Residential District. 

b. R-2, Washington Green District. 

c. R-3, Lake Waramaug Residential District. 

3.1.2 Business Districts. 

a. B-1, New Preston Business District. 

b. B-2, Washington Depot Business District. 

c. B-3, Marbledale Business District. 

d. B-4, Woodville Business District. 

3.2
*
 Zoning District Boundaries.  The districts hereby established are bounded and 

defined on a map entitled, ñTown of Washington, ConnecticutðZoning District Map,ò 

and any revisions thereto, bearing the signature of the current Zoning Commission 

Chairman and filed in the office of the Town Clerk.  Said map and all explanatory 

matter thereon are hereby declared to be a part of these Regulations.  In case of any 

uncertainty, the Zoning Commission shall determine the exact location of any 

boundary.  Unless otherwise specified in the particular zone for a commercial lot, 

where the boundary between two districts divides a lot, the use of the entire lot shall be 

governed by the more restrictive district conditions. 

(See copy of the Zoning District Map.) 

 

                                                 
*
 Revision Section 3.2 effective 11/10/01; revision Section 3.2 effective 4/22/02 
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SECTION 4  -  FARMING AND RESIDENT IAL DISTRICT  

4.1 Purpose.  R-1, Farming and Residential District.  It is intended that development in 

this district, which covers most of the Town of Washington, will consist primarily of 

scattered residential, agricultural and related uses, open space, low intensity 

recreational activities, and other uses that will retain the rural character and natural 

beauty of the Town. 

4.2
*
 Uses Permitted/No Permit Required. 

4.2.1 Home office or studio per Section 12.6.1.a. 

4.2.2 Traditional home enterprise per Section 12.6.1.b. 

4.3
À
 Uses Permitted.   

4.3.1 Single family dwelling.  

4.3.2 Farming. 

4.3.3 Farm stand for the sale of farm products, the major portion of which is 

derived from the same premises. 

4.3.4 Swimming pools, ponds, fences. 

4.3.5 Public dump, sanitary landfill, and other facilities for the disposal of 

sewage, garbage, and waste materials only if operated or controlled by the 

Town of Washington. 

4.3.6 Registered family day care homes. 

4.3.7 Patios. 

4.3.8
ÿ
 Unilluminated tennis, basketball, and other outdoor sports courts. 

4.3.9 Generators, air conditioners, pool filters, and other noise generating 

equipment. 

4.3.10 Accessory buildings or structures not used for residential purposes provided 

that the Town Health Officer approves any well or septic connection. 

4.3.11 Accessory apartment, attached, per Section 13.11. 

4.4
§
 Uses Permitted by Special Permit.  The following uses are permitted provided they 

meet the conditions of Sections 13 and 14 of these Regulations. 

4.4.1 Inn or Tourist home. 

4.4.2 Cemetery. 

4.4.3 Commercial horseback riding establishment. 

4.4.4 Convalescent home. 

4.4.5 Kennel. 

4.4.6 Room and Board or Bed and Breakfast establishment. 

4.4.7 Residential conversion of older home. 

                                                 
*
 Revisions to 4.2, 4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.3.2, 4.3.3 effective 4/15/96 
À
 Revisions 4.3.7 and 4.3.8 effective 2/18/97; addition of 4.3.9: Generators, etc. effective 11/26/99; revisions 4.3.10, 

4.3.11: accessory apartments and structures effective 12/26/2000 
ÿ
 Revision Section 4.3.8 re: unilluminated sports courts effective 4/14/07. 

§
 Revision to 4.4.5 effective 9/25/96; revision to 4.4.16 effective 4/15/96; revision to 4.4.17 effective 1/15/98; 

revision to 4.4.8 effective 12/26/2000 
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4.4.8 Accessory apartment, detached, per Section 13.11. 

4.4
*
.9 Buildings, uses, and facilities of the Town of Washington. 

4.4.10 Church, parish house, school, library, museum, registered group day care 

home. 

4.4.11 Shop and storage use by contractors and building tradesmen. 

4.4.12 Town of Washington or non-profit sponsored affordable housing. 

4.4.13 Town landmark site. 

4.4.14 Boarding house. 

4.4.15 General home occupation. 

4.4.16 Telecommunications antennae, facilities, and  antenna towers including 

personal wireless facilities and towers. 

4.4.17 Accessory structures used to operate or maintain a pre-existing golf course. 

4.4.18
À
 Outdoor wood-burning furnaces. 

                                                 
*
 Effective date: 12/25/06 
À
 Addition of Section 4.4.19: outdoor wood-burning furnaces effective 4/14/07 
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SECTION 5  -  WASHINGTON GREEN DIS TRICT  

5.1 Purpose.  Washington Green District.  Activities in this district shall be restricted to 

those, which are compatible with a residential-historical district. 

5.2
*
 Uses Permitted/No Permit Required. 

5.2.1 Home office or studio per Section 12.6.1.a. 

5.2.2 Traditional home enterprise per Section 12.6.1.b. 

5.3
À
 Uses Permitted. 

5.3.1 Single family dwelling. 

5.3.2 Fences. 

5.3.3 Registered family day care home. 

5.3.4 Swimming pools. 

5.3.5 Patios. 

5.3.6
ÿ
 Unilluminated tennis, basketball, and other outdoor sports courts. 

5.3.7 Generators, air conditioners, pool filters, and other noise generating 

equipment. 

5.3.8 Accessory buildings or structures not used for residential purposes provided 

the Town Health Officer approves any well or septic connection. 

5.3.9 Accessory apartment, attached, per Section 13.11. 

5.4 Uses Permitted by Special Permit.  The following uses are permitted provided they 

meet the conditions of Sections 13 and 14 of these Regulations. 

5.4.1 Room and Board or Bed and Breakfast establishment. 

5.4.2 Residential conversion of older home. 

5.4.3 Accessory apartment, detached, per Section 13.11. 

5.4.4 Buildings, uses, and facilities of the Town of Washington. 

5.4.5 Church, parish house, school, library, museum. 

5.4.6 Registered group day care home. 

5.4.7 Town landmark site. 

5.4.8
§
 Outdoor wood-burning furnaces. 

                                                 
*
 Revisions to 5.2, 5.2.1, 5.2.2 effective 4/15/96 
À
 Revisions 5.3.5 and 5.3.6 effective 2/18/97; addition Section 5.3.7: Generators, etc. effective 11/26/99; revisions 

Sections 5.3.8, 5.3.9, 5.4.3: accessory apartments, structures, effective 12/26/2000 
ÿ
 Revision of Section 5.3.6 re: unilluminated sports courts effective 4/14/07. 

§
 Addition of Section 5.4.8: outdoor wood-burning furnaces effective 4/14/07. 
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SECTION 6  -  R-3, LAKE WARAMAUG RES IDENTIAL DISTRICT  

6.1 Purpose.  R-3, Lake Waramaug Residential District.  This district covers the land 

in Washington within 1000 feet of the shoreline of Lake Waramaug, the stateôs second 

largest natural lake, and all the land from which surface water drains towards the lake.  

It is intended that uses will be permitted in this district in a manner that will avoid 

deterioration of the lakeôs water quality and minimize runoff and the flow of nutrients 

and other harmful elements to the lake, groundwater, and other wetlands and 

watercourses in the District. 

6.2
*
 Uses Permitted.  (Zoning permit required)  The following uses are permitted as a 

principal use of property. 

6.2.1 Single Family Dwelling. 

6.2.2 Farming, except within 75 feet of the shoreline of the lake or within 75 feet 

of any other wetlands or watercourses in the district. 

6.3
À
 Permitted Accessory Uses.  (Zoning permit required)  The following uses are 

permitted as accessory uses to a permitted principal use. 

6.3.1 Home occupation per Sections 12.6.1.a and b. 

6.3.2 Docks, rowing shell docks, and floats per Section 6.6.  (Defined in Section 

21. 

6.3.3 Farm stand for the sale of farm products, the major portion of which is 

derived from the same premises. 

6.3.4 State licensed family day care home. 

6.3.5 Fences, provided that the top of any fence on the Lake Waramaug side of 

East Shore Road and West Shore Road shall be no more than two feet 

higher than the elevation of the center of the road when viewed in a 

direction perpendicular to the center line of the road. 

6.3.6
ÿ
 Unilluminated tennis, basketball, and other outdoor sports courts. 

6.3.7 Generators, air conditioners, pool filters, and other noise generating 

equipment per Section 12.14. 

6.3.8 Accessory buildings or structures not used as dwelling units provided that 

the Town Health Officer approves any well or septic connection. 

6.3.9 Accessory apartment, attached, per Section 13.11. 

6.3.10 Swimming pools and patios. 

6.4
§
 Uses Permitted by Special Permit.  (Special Permit required)  The following uses are 

                                                 
*
 Revisions to 6.2, 6.2.1, 6.2.2, effective 4/15/97 
À
 Revisions to 6.3.2, 6.3.4 effective 4/15/97; revisions 6.3.7 and 6.3.8 effective 2/18/97; addition Section 6.3.9: 

Generators, etc. effective 11/26/99; revisions to Sections 6.3.10, 6.3.11: accessory apartments, structures effective 

12/26/2000 
ÿ
 Revision of Section 6.3.6 re: unilluminated sports courts effective 4/14/07. 

§
 Revision to 6.4.10 effective 4/15/96; revision to 6.4.11 effective 1/15/98; revision to 6.4.3, Accessory Apartment, 

effective 12/26/2000; revision to 6.4.6; add purpose and clarify definition of fence, effective 4/22/02 

General revisions to update and clarify Section 6 effective 12/22/03. 
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permitted provided they meet the purposes of the District and all other applicable 

sections of these Regulations. 

6.4.1 Room and Board or Bed and Breakfast establishments per Section 13.14. 

6.4.2 Residential conversion of older home per Section 13.10. 

6.4.3 Accessory apartment, detached, per Section 13.11. 

6.4.4 Buildings, uses, and facilities of the Town of Washington. 

6.4.5 State licensed group day care home. 

6.4.6
*
 Fences, walls, earthen berms, and hedges, including hedge-like rows of 

tightly spaced trees and bushes that have the visual effect of hedges, and 

other visual barriers or enclosures located on the Lake Waramaug side of 

East Shore Road and West Shore Road, if the top of the barrier or enclosure 

is or would be more than two feet higher than the elevation of the center of 

the road when viewed in a direction perpendicular to the center line of the 

road.  No Special Permit shall be issued under this section unless the 

Commission concludes that the view of Lake Waramaug from the road will 

not be unduly obscured by the proposed barrier or enclosure. 

6.4.7 Town landmark site per Section 13.17. 

6.4.8 General home occupation per Section 12.6.1.c. 

6.4.9 Boathouses as defined in Section 21. 

6.4.10 Telecommunications antennae, facilities, and antenna towers including 

personal wireless service facilities and towers per Section 13.19. 

6.4.11 Docks, rowing shell docks, and floats per Section 6.6. 

6.4.12
À
 Outdoor wood-burning furnaces. 

6.4.13* Accessory structures used to operate or maintain a pre existing golf course 

 

6.5
ÿ
 In order to help preserve the water quality of Lake Waramaug, all new construction 

including any new structure and any addition to or enlargement of an existing structure 

occurring between 50 and 75 feet of the shoreline of Lake Waramaug shall require a 

Special Permit.   

6.5.1 In addition to meeting all other requirements in these Regulations, 

applications for such Special Permit shall include the following plans for 

the entire lot: 

a. a landscape plan consisting of existing and proposed vegetation 

located and designed to retain and absorb stormwater runoff.. 

1. Plants native to Connecticut are encouraged, especially along 

the shoreline. 

2. Plants shown in the ñNon-native, Invasive, and Potentially 

Invasive Vascular Plants in Connecticut,ò list by the George 

Safford Torrey Herbarium, University of Ct. in conjunction with 

the State Geological and Natural History Survey of Ct. and the 

                                                 
*
 Effective date: 12/25/06 
À
 Addition of Section 6.4.12:  outdoor wood-burning furnaces effective 4/14/07. 
ÿ
Addition of Section 6.5 effective 12/22/03 

*Addition Section 6.4.13 re: accessory structures used to operate or maintain a pre existing golf course added 

9/18/09 
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Ct. Invasive Plant Working Group will not be permitted. 

b. a stormwater management plan consisting of measures such as 

filtration, infiltration, and other measures designed to reduce the 

impact of stormwater runoff to the lake. 

6.5.2 In addition to the standards for Special Permits listed in Section 13.1.B, 

additional standards for this Special Permit shall include the following: 

a. The construction design shall minimize, to the extent feasible, any 

increase in impervious surfaces. 

b. Post development stormwater runoff shall not exceed pre-construction 

runoff. 

6.6
*
 Docks, rowing shell docks, and floats are permitted provided all of the following 

criteria are met: 

6.6.1
À
 Only one dock and either one rowing shell dock or one float are permitted 

per shoreline property.  No rowing shell dock or float may be attached to a 

dock. 

6.6.2 They shall be for the private, non commercial use of the resident only. 

6.6.3 They must be removable, but not necessarily actually removed, on a 

seasonal basis and have no permanent contact with the submerged land and 

require no excavation of the submerged land. 

6.6.4 There shall be free movement of water underneath them. 

6.6.5 The dock shall be no more than 8 feet in width at its juncture with the 

existing shoreline.  This 8 foot maximum width must not be exceeded  

within 5 feet of the shoreline, and the dock alignment must be perpendicular 

to the shore, and remain so for at least 5 feet from the shoreline. 

6.6.6 Maximum size permitted: 

a. Dock:  360 square feet of total surface area. 

b.
ÿ
 Rowing shell dock:  100 square feet total surface area, but in no event 

more than 6 feet wide or 20 feet long. 

c. Float:  10 feet by 10 feet. 

6.6.7 Whenever an application  is submitted to the ZEO for a dock, rowing shell 

dock, or float, the applicant must mail, by certified mail return receipt 

requested, a complete copy of the application, including all supporting 

materials, to the Lake Waramaug Authority.  Proof of such mailing shall be 

submitted to the ZEO.  If, within thirty-five (35) days after such mailing the 

Lake Waramaug Authority issues a written finding to the ZEO that the 

proposed structure should be modified or disapproved in order to protect 

public health or safety or the quality of Lake Waramaug, the proposed 

structure(s) shall be deemed to require a Special Permit, and the application 

shall be referred to the Commission for review pursuant to Section 13 of 

these Regulations.  The Lake Waramaug Authorityôs findings shall not be 

binding on the Commission.  If the Lake Waramaug Authority approves the 

                                                 
*
Addition of Section 6.6 effective 12/22/03 
À
 Effective date: 12/25/06 
ÿ
 Effective date: 12/25/06 
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proposed structure or fails to issue written findings within the time specified 

herein, the proposed structure(s) shall not be deemed to require a Special 

Permit, and the ZEO may issue a zoning permit if the proposed structure(s) 

satisfy all other requirements of these Regulations. 

6.6.8 The dock and rowing shell dock shall be fastened to the shoreline in a 

manner to minimize any disturbance to the existing shoreline.  There shall 

be no regrading, recontouring, or similar modification of the existing 

shoreline and surrounding land.   

6.6.9 If stairs are proposed to access the dock or rowing shell dock, the stairs shall 

be no more than 5 feet in width and shall be elevated directly above the land 

in a manner that does not require regrading, recontouring, or similar 

modification of the existing shoreline and surrounding land.  Masonry, stone 

stairs, and any other construction methods that require cutting into the 

shoreline and surrounding land are not allowed.  Stair design shall minimize 

footings and maximize permeability. 

6.6.10
*
 Materials for docks, rowing shell docks, floats, and stairs. 

a. Non corrosive, encapsulated, impact resistant buoyancy material that 

is resistant to fragmentation shall be used. 

b. Rust retardant hardware shall be used. 

c. Wood materials shall be naturally rot resistant such as decay resistant 

heartwood of redwood, black locust, cedar, or other similar lumbers.  

Pressure treated wood shall not be used for decking or railings, but 

may be used for framing and structural supports.. 

6.6.11
À
 The height above the water of docks and floats shall be minimized.  The 

height above the water for rowing shell docks shall be limited to 6 inches 

above the water line.  Docks, rowing shell docks, and floats may not include 

appurtenances such as roofs, raised platforms, raised decks, etc.  Removable 

fabric canopies or umbrellas and removable water slides are allowed. 

6.6.12 Docks and rowing shell docks shall be subject to the side yard requirements, 

but not the front yard requirements, of these Regulations.  In addition, no 

dock or rowing shell dock may be placed any closer than 25 feet from the 

lines formed by extending the side lot lines into the lake.  The Commission 

may issue a Special Permit for a dock or rowing shell dock to be placed 

closer than 25 feet to the lines of extension if it finds that the applicant 

cannot reasonably meet the 25 foot setback because of the size or shape of 

the lot, location of physical obstructions such as rock, or the location of 

sensitive natural resources at the shoreline or within the lake. 

6.6.13 For safety purposes, the street number, using numerals at least 3 inches 

high, shall be affixed to the end of the dock, rowing shell dock, and float so 

as to be visible from the lake. 

6.6.14
ÿ
 Existing nonconforming structures that extend beyond the shoreline and are 

used as docks or could be used as docks ð including concrete piers, 

                                                 
*
 Effective date: 12/25/06 
À
 Effective date: 12/25/06 
ÿ
 Effective date: 12/17/07 
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overhanging boat-house decks whose upper surfaces are within three feet of 

the waterôs surface and are accessible from the lake, and similar structures 

ð shall be considered docks for the purposes of these Regulations, and any 

part of such structures which extends beyond the shoreline shall be included 

in any surface area calculations required under Section 6.6. 

6.6.15
*
 The existing nonconforming structures described in 6.6.14 may be enlarged 

if:  

a. the enlarged structure is to be used as a dock, and 

b. the added portions meet the requirements of Section 6.6, and 

c. the combined surface area of the original nonconforming structure and 

its extension meets the size requirements of Section 6.6.6. 

6.6.16
À
 Existing nonconforming concrete piers that extend beyond the shoreline 

may be resurfaced with wood or masonry if 

a. the new deck surface is no more than 8 inches higher than the original 

surface of the nonconforming concrete pier, and 

b. the new deck surface does not extend more than 1.5 inches beyond 

any edge of the existing nonconforming pier. 

 

 

                                                 
*
 Effective date: 12/17/07 
À
 Effective date: 12/17/07 
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SECTION 7 ï B1,  NEW PRESTON BUSINESS DISTRICT 

7.1 Purpose.  B-1, New Preston Business District.  This district is intended to provide 

village or neighborhood type shopping and business opportunities such as presently 

exist within this limited commercial area. 

7.2
*
 Uses Permitted/No Permit Required. 

7.2.1 Home office or studio per Section 12.6.1.a. 

7.2.2 Traditional home enterprise per Section 12.6.1.b. 

7.3
À
 Uses Permitted. 

7.3.1 Single family dwelling. 

7.3.2 General home occupation. 

7.3.3 Farming. 

7.3.4 Farm stand for the sale of farm produce, the major portion of which is 

derived from the same premises. 

7.3.5 Swimming pools, ponds, and fences. 

7.3.6 Registered family day care home. 

7.3.7 Retail business such as grocery store, drug store, variety store, antique shop. 

7.3.8 Business service such as bank, real estate, and insurance office. 

7.3.9 Business or professional office. 

7.3.10 Personal service such as barber shop, beauty salon. 

7.3.11 Repair service such as radio, television, appliance and plumbing shops, 

upholstery, and shoe repair. 

7.3.12 Funeral home. 

7.3.13 Town or public building, library, museum, school, buildings for public 

recreation, assembly hall, or other similar municipal or cultural facility of a 

non-commercial nature. 

7.3.14 Accessory buildings or structures not used for residential purposes provided 

that the Town Health Officer approves any well or septic connection. 

7.3.15 Private occupational school. 

7.3.16 Commercial kennel. 

7.3.17 Patios. 

7.3.18
ÿ
 Unilluminated tennis, basketball, and other outdoor sports courts. 

7.3.19 Gallery. 

7.3.20 Generators, air conditioners, pool filters, and other noise generating 

equipment. 

7.3.21 Accessory apartment, attached, per Section 13.11. 

                                                 
*
 Revisions to 7.2, 7.2.1, 7.2.2, effective 4/15/96 
À
 Revisions to 7.3.2, 7.3.4 effective 4/15/96; revisions 7.3.17 and 7.3.18 effective 2/18/97; addition of 7.3.19, 

Gallery, effective 6/20/99; revisions 7.3.14, 7.3.21: accessory apartments, structures effective 12/26/2000; revision 

7.3.16: Commercial kennel effective 9/25/96; addition Section 7.3.20: Generators, etc. effective 11/26/99; revision 

7.3.21, 7.4.6: Accessory Apartments, effective 12/26/00 
ÿ
 Revision of Section 7.3.18 re: unilluminated sports courts effective 4/14/07. 
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7.4
*
 Uses Permitted by Special Permit.  The following uses  are permitted provided they 

meet the conditions of Sections 13 and 14 of these Regulations. 

7.4.1 Automotive service station. 

7.4.2 Package liquor store. 

7.4.3 Convalescent home. 

7.4.4 Residential conversion of older home. 

7.4.5 Room and Board or Bed and Breakfast establishment. 

7.4.6 Accessory apartment, detached, per Section 13.11. 

7.4.7 Registered group day care home, registered child day care center. 

7.4.8 Shop and storage use by contractors and building tradesmen. 

7.4.9 Housing in business districts. 

7.4.10 Town of Washington or non-profit sponsored affordable housing. 

7.4.11 Town landmark site. 

7.4.12 Boarding house. 

7.4.13 Permanent off the premises directional signs. 

7.4.14 Telecommunications antennae, facilities, and antenna towers including 

personal wireless service facilities and towers. 

7.4.15 Sports facilities. 

7.4.16
À
 Outdoor wood-burning furnaces. 

7.4.17
ÿ
 Eating and drinking establishments 

7.5
§
 Maximum Lot Coverage.  The Commission may, by Special Permit, upon review of 

a site plan and other information supplied by the applicant, approve an increase in the 

maximum permitted lot coverage if: 

7.5.1 the proposed lot coverage will enhance the village character of the District 

by making the project more in keeping with the coverage, building spacing, 

building alignment, pedestrian and vehicular access, and other significant 

characteristics generally established by neighboring existing lots and 

buildings in the District, and 

7.5.2 the proposed project is harmonious in style, size, and proportion with 

architecture typical elsewhere in the District, and employs building 

materials that are harmonious in appearance with those typical elsewhere in 

the District. 

7.5.3 The applicant shall provide surveys, photographs, architectural drawings , 

expert opinions, or other information to support the application. 

7.5.4 Outdoor storage such as storage of merchandise, goods, supplies, 

machinery, motor vehicles, and equipment shall not be allowed on any lot 

whose allowable coverage has been increased under Section 7.5. 

7.6
**

 Minimum Setback and Yard Dimensions.  The Commission may, by Special 

                                                 
*
 Revision to 7.4.15 effective 1/15/98; Section 7.4.15: Sports facilities added effective 4/22/02 
À
 Addition of Section 7.4.16 re: outdoor wood-burning furnaces effective 4/14/07. 
ÿ
 Section 7.4.17 to require Special Permits for eating and drinking establishments effective 1/19/10. 

§
 Section 7.5 added 8/16/06 

**
 Section 7.6 added 8/16/06 
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Permit, upon review of a site plan and other information supplied by the applicant, 

approve a reduction in the minimum setback and yard dimensions if 

7.6.1 the reduction ï as demonstrated by graphical and other information supplied 

by the applicant ï will enhance the village character of the District by 

aligning the proposed structure or structures generally with neighboring 

existing buildings in the District, and will maintain building spacing, 

streetscape elements, and pedestrian access generally established by 

neighboring existing buildings in the District, and  

7.6.2 the proposed project is harmonious in style, size, and proportion with 

architecture typical elsewhere in the District, and employs building 

materials that are harmonious in appearance with those typical elsewhere in 

the District. 

7.6.3 The applicant shall provide surveys, photographs, architectural drawings, 

expert opinions, or other information to support the application. 

7.6.4 Outdoor storage such as storage of merchandise, goods, supplies, 

machinery, motor vehicles, and equipment shall not be allowed on any lot 

whose required setbacks have been reduced under Section 7.6. 
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SECTION 8  -  B-2, WASHINGTON DEPOT BUSINESS DISTRICT 

8.1 Purpose.  B-2, Washington Depot Business District.  This district is intended to 

provide for a variety of uses appropriate for the Townôs central business district and 

government center. 

8.2
*
 Uses Permitted/No Permit Required. 

8.2.1 Home office or studio per Section 12.6.1.a. 

8.2.2 Traditional home enterprise per Section 12.6.1.b. 

8.3
À
 Uses Permitted. 

8.3.1 Single family dwelling. 

8.3.2 General home occupation. 

8.3.3 Farming. 

8.3.4 Farm stand for the sale of farm produce, the major portion of which is 

derived from the same premises. 

8.3.5 Swimming pools, ponds, fences. 

8.3.6 Registered family day care home. 

8.3.7 Retail business such as grocery store, drug store, variety store, antique shop. 

8.3.8 Business service such as bank, real estate, and insurance office. 

8.3.9 Business or professional office. 

8.3.10 Personal service such as barber shop, beauty salon. 

8.3.11 Repair service such as radio, television, appliance, and plumbing shops, 

upholstery, and shoe repair. 

8.3.12 Funeral home. 

8.3.13 Town or public building, library, museum, school, buildings for public 

recreation, assembly hall, or other similar municipal or cultural facility of a 

non-commercial nature. 

8.3.14 Accessory buildings or structures not used for residential purposes provided 

that the Town Health Officer approves any well or septic connection. 

8.3.15 Private occupational school. 

8.3.16 Indoor theater. 

8.3.17 Commercial kennel. 

8.3.18 Patios. 

8.3.19
ÿ
 Unilluminated tennis, basketball, and other outdoor sports courts. 

8.3.20 Generators, air conditioners, pool filters, and other noise generating 

equipment. 

8.3.21 Accessory apartment, attached, per Section 13.11. 

8.4
*
 Uses Permitted by Special Permit.  The following uses are permitted provided they 

                                                 
*
 Revisions to 8.2, 8.2.1, 8.2.2 effective 4/15/96 
À
 Revisions to 8.3.2, 8.3.4 effective 4/15/96; revision to 8.3.17 effective 9/25/96; revisions 8.3.17 and 8.3.18 

effective 2/18/97; revisions 8.3.14, 8.3.21: accessory apartments, structures effective 12/26/2000; addition of 8.3.20, 

Gallery, effective 6/20/99; addition Section 8.3.21: Generators, etc. effective 11/26/99 
ÿ
 Revision of Section 8.3.19 re: unilluminated sports courts effective 4/14/07. 
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meet the conditions of Section 13 and 14 of these Regulations. 

8.4.1 Automotive service station. 

8.4.2 Package liquor store. 

8.4.3 Convalescent home. 

8.4.4 Residential conversion of older home. 

8.4.5 Room and Board or Bed and Breakfast establishment. 

8.4.6 Accessory apartment, detached, per Section 13.11. 

8.4.7 Registered group day care home, registered child day care center. 

8.4.8 Shop and storage use by contractors and building tradesmen. 

8.4.9 Housing in business districts. 

8.4.10 Town of Washington or non-profit sponsored affordable housing. 

8.4.11 Town landmark site. 

8.4.12 Boarding house. 

8.4.13 Retail lumber, fuel, and building yard. 

8.4.14 Research, experimental laboratories, and light manufacturing uses provided 

the number of employees does not exceed 30. 

8.4.15 Permanent off the premises directional signs. 

8.4.16 Telecommunications antennae, facilities, and antenna towers including 

personal wireless service facilities and towers. 

8.4.17 Sports facilities. 

8.4.18
À
 Outdoor wood-burning furnaces. 

8.4.19
ÿ
 Eating and drinking establishments. 

8.5
§
 Maximum Lot Coverage.  The Commission may, by Special Permit, upon review of 

a site plan and other information supplied by the applicant, approve an increase in the 

maximum permitted lot coverage if: 

8.5.1 the proposed lot coverage will enhance the village character of the District 

by making the project more in keeping with the coverage, building spacing, 

building alignment, pedestrian and vehicular access, and other 

characteristics generally established by neighboring existing lots and 

buildings in the District, and 

8.5.2 the proposed project is in harmonious in style, size, and proportion with 

architecture typical elsewhere in the District, and employs building 

materials that are harmonious in appearance with those typical elsewhere in 

the District. 

8.5.3 The applicant shall provide surveys, photographs, architectural drawings, 

expert opinions, or other information to support the application. 

8.5.4 Outdoor storage such as storage of merchandise, goods, supplies, 

machinery, motor vehicles, and equipment shall not be allowed on any lot 

whose allowable coverage has been increased under Section 8.5. 

                                                                                                                                                             
*
 Revision to 8.4.17 effective 1/15/98; revision Section 8.4.6: detached Accessory Apartment, effective 12/26/2000; 

Section 8.4.17: sports facilities added effective 4/22/02 
À
 Addition of Section 8.4.18 re: outdoor wood-burning furnaces effective 4/14/07. 
ÿ
 Section 8.4.19 added re: Special Permit required for eating and drinking establishments effective 1/19/10. 

§
 Section 8.5 added 8/16/06 
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8.6
*
 Minimum Setback and Yard Dimensions.  The Commission may, by Special 

Permit, upon review of a site plan and other information supplied by the applicant, 

approve a reduction in the minimum setback and yard dimensions if 

8.6.1 the reduction ï as demonstrated by graphical and other information supplied 

by the applicant ï will enhance the village character of the District by 

aligning the proposed structure or structures generally with neighboring 

existing buildings in the District, and will maintain building spacing, 

streetscape elements, and pedestrian access generally established by 

neighboring existing buildings in the District, and 

8.6.2 the proposed project is harmonious in style, size, and proportion with 

architecture typical elsewhere in the District, and employs building 

materials that are harmonious in appearance with those typical elsewhere in 

the District. 

8.6.3 The applicant shall provide surveys, photographs, architectural drawings, 

expert opinions, or other information to support the application. 

8.6.4 Outdoor storage such as storage of merchandise, goods, supplies, 

machinery, motor vehicles, and equipment shall not be allowed on any lot 

whose required setbacks have been reduced under Section 8.6. 

                                                 
*
 Section 8.6 added 8/16/06 
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SECTION 9  -  B-3, MARBLEDALE BUSINE SS DISTRICT
*
 

9.1 Purpose.  B-3, Marbledale Business District.  The Marbledale Business District is a 

unique commercial and residential area within the Town of Washington.  The purpose 

of this section is to encourage development of the District in ways that: 

Å Preserve its historical character as a distinct commercial zone and residential 

neighborhood, 

Å Promote a thriving, attractive environment for small-scale businesses that are 

appropriate for the District and the Town, 

Å Protect the East Aspetuck River, 

Å Avoid congestion and traffic hazards on Route 202, and 

Å Help to implement the Washington Plan of Conservation and Development. 

9.2 Permitted Uses.  The following uses are permitted as a principal use of property.   

9.2.1 Single family dwelling. 

9.2.2 Farming. 

9.2.3
À
 The uses in 9.4.1.a, 9.4.1.b, and 9.4.1.f, provided that they are located in 

existing structures already used commercially and require no physical 

changes to the exterior of the structure or the site plan. 

9.3 Permitted Accessory Uses.  The following uses are permitted as accessory uses to a 

permitted principal use: 

9.3.1 Accessory uses, buildings, or structures not used for residential purposes 

provided that any well or septic connection is approved by the Health 

Officer. 

9.3.2 Home occupation per Section 12.6. 

9.3.3 Registered family day care homes. 

9.3.4 Farm stand for the sale of farm produce, the major portion of which is 

derived from the same premises. 

9.3.5 Swimming pools, ponds, patios, and fences. 

9.3.6
ÿ
 Unilluminated tennis, basketball, and other outdoor sports courts. 

9.3.7 Generators, air conditioners, pool filters, and other noise generating 

equipment. 

9.3.8 Accessory apartment, entirely within a single family dwelling per Section 

13.11.1. 

9.4
§
 Uses Permitted by Special Permit.  The following uses may be permitted by the 

Commission provided they meet the purpose of the zone and the conditions of 

Section 9.6 and all other applicable sections of these Regulations. 

9.4.1 Small scale business establishments, not exceeding 5,000 square feet in total 

                                                 
*
 Revision of entire Section 9: Marbledale Business District effective 11/10/01 
À
 Revision of 9.2.3: add offices to permitted uses under specific circumstances in Marbledale Dist. Effective 4/20/09 
ÿ
 Revision of Section 9.3.6 re: unilluminated sports courts effective 4/14/07 

§
 Section 9.4.1.l: Sports facilities added effective 4/22/02 
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floor area for each building lot as provided below: 

a. Retail establishments such as antiques, flowers, books, grocery store, 

delicatessen and art gallery. 

b. Personal service establishments such as answering services, hair care, 

nail care, shoe repair, and clothing rental, but excluding laundry and 

dry cleaning operations that use their processes on site. 

c. Package liquor store. 

d. Eating and drinking establishment. 

e. Funeral home. 

f. Office establishments such as financial institutions, business offices, 

and professional offices. 

g. Light manufacturing uses that are non polluting provided the number 

of employees does not exceed 30. 

h. Veterinarian office or commercial kennel with no outside runs. 

i. Storage facilities for individuals and small scale business 

establishments. 

j. Shop and storage use by contractors and building tradesmen per 

Section 13.16. 

k. Other establishments similar to the above. 

l. Sports facilities. 

9.4.2 Buildings, uses, and facilities of the Town of Washington, Town of 

Washington or non-profit sponsored affordable housing, Town landmark 

site, or a private school. 

9.4.3 Building, library, museum, school, buildings for public recreation, assembly 

hall, or other similar municipal, cultural, or religious facilities of a non 

commercial nature. 

9.4.4 Residential conversion of older home per Section 13.10. 

9.4.5 Detached accessory apartment per Section 13.11. 

9.4.6 Housing in business districts per Section 13.13. 

9.4.7 Convalescent home. 

9.4.8 Boarding house, room and board, or bed and breakfast establishment per 

Section 13.14. 

9.4.9 State licensed group day care home, state licensed child day care center. 

9.4.10 Permanent off the premises directional signs. 

9.4.11 Telecommunications antennae, facilities, and antenna towers including 

personal wireless service facilities and towers. 

9.4.12
*
 Outdoor wood-burning furnaces. 

9.5 Development Options Permitted by Special Permit.  The Commission may permit 

one or more of the following site development options upon approval of a separate 

Special Permit application.  To be considered favorably, the applicant must 

demonstrate to the Commissionôs satisfaction that the requirements and conditions of 

Section 9.6 and all other applicable sections of these Regulations have been met. 

9.5.1 An increase in the maximum permitted lot coverage, up to 50 percent of the 

                                                 
*
 Addition of Section 9.4.12: outdoor wood-burning furnaces effective 4/14/07. 
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lot. 

9.5.2 A waiver of Section 3.2 of these Regulations, which requires that a lot 

situated in two districts must be governed in its entirety by the more 

restrictive district conditions. 

9.5.3 Relaxation of the requirements in Section 11.6.1, which concerns minimum 

setbacks and yard dimensions up to a maximum of a 50 percent reduction. 

9.5.4 Expansion of an existing nonconforming use. 

9.5.6 Relaxation of the 5,000 square foot limitation contained in Section 9.4.1, up 

to a maximum of 7,500 square feet in total floor area for each building lot. 

9.6 Conditions for a Special Permit in the B-3 District.  The intention of the 

Commission is to encourage small scale development in the Marbledale Business 

District that is both appropriate for Washington and consistent with the historical 

character of Marbledale.  In considering any application for a Special Permit in the B-3 

District, the Commission will require that the applicant demonstrate, unless the 

provision is not applicable or has been waived by the Commission: 

9.6.1 The preservation of historically significant structures. 

9.6.2 Architecture that is harmonious in style, size, and proportion with 

traditional architecture typical elsewhere in the District and in the Town. 

9.6.3 The use of building materials that are harmonious in appearance with those 

typical elsewhere in the District and in the Town. 

9.6.4 Appropriate consideration of building size and site design, possibly 

including submission of architectural elevations, renderings, or photographs 

to clarify issues regarding visual impact and building relationships. 

9.6.5 Site planning and landscaping that: 

a. enhance the attractiveness of the proposed development 

b. screen unsightly elements such as parking lots, utilities, and 

unattractive accessory structures, from public view 

c. help to visually or physically integrate the proposed development into 

the District and the Town. 

9.6.6 Establishment and maintenance of landscape buffers satisfactory to the 

Commission. 

9.6.7 The design of curb cuts, driveways, and parking lots that help to improve 

traffic patterns or limit additional congestion on Route 202. 

9.6.8 Buildings set back at least fifty (50) feet from any property line adjoining a 

use that is not of a business or commercial nature. 

9.6.9 Paved areas set back at least twenty-five (25) feet from any property line 

adjoining a use that is not of a business or commercial nature. 
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SECTION 10  -  B-4, WOODVILLE NEIGHBO RHOOD BUSINESS DISTRICT
*
 

10.1 Purpose.  B-4, Woodville Neighborhood Business District. This district is intended 

for farms and single family dwellings and for small scale commercial uses that are 

appropriate for a farming and residential neighborhood. Uses within the district must 

not harm, pollute, or detract from the beauty of the Shepaug River, and they must not 

create traffic congestion or traffic hazards within the Route 202 - Shepaug River 

Corridor. 

10.2
À
 Uses Permitted.   

10.2.1 Single Family Dwelling. 

10.2.2. Farming. 

10.3
ÿ
 Permitted Accessory Uses.  The following uses are permitted as accessory uses to a 

permitted principal use: 

10.3.1 Home occupation per Section 12.6.1. 

10.3.2 Registered family day care home. 

10.3.3 Farm stand for the sale of farm produce the major portion of which is 

derived from the same premises. 

10.3.4 Swimming pools, ponds, patios, and fences. 

10.3.5
§
 Unilluminated tennis, basketball, and other outdoor sports courts. 

10.3.6 Generators, air conditioners, pool filters, and other noise generating 

equipment. 

10.3.7 Accessory buildings or structures not used for residential purposes provided 

that the Town Health Officer approves any well or septic connection. 

10.3.8 Accessory apartment within a dwelling, per Section 13.11. 

10.4
**

 Uses Permitted by Special Permit.  The following uses are permitted provided they 

meet the purposes of the district, the conditions of Sections 13 and 14 of these 

Regulations, and the conditions of Section 10.5. 

10.4.1 Small scale business establishments as provided below and in conformance 

with the standards of  Section 13.1.B. 

a. Small scale and neighborhood oriented retail establishments such as 

antique, flower, and book shops, and art galleries, and eating and 

drinking establishments.* 

b. Personal service establishments such as answering service, hair care, 

                                                 
*
 Revision of entire Section 10 effective 8/15/2000 
À
 Revisions 10.2, 10.2.1, 10.2.2, effective 4/15/96 
ÿ
 Revisions 10.3.2, 10.3.4, effective 4/15/96; Revisions 10.3.8 and 10.3.9 effective 2/18/97; addition Section 

10.3.10:  Generators, etc. effective 11/26/99 
§
 Revision of Section 10.3.5 re: unilluminated sports courts effective 4/14/07. 

**
 Deletion 10.4.1, Neighborhood Commercial Facility, effective 6/20/99; revision to Section 10.4.21: Commercial 

kennel, effective 9/25/96; revision to Section 10.4.22: Telecommunications facilities, effective 1/15/98; addition of 

10.4.24, Gallery, effective 6/20/99; revision of 10.4.3, Detached Accessory Apartment, effective 12/26/2000 

*Revision of 10.4.1.a: addition of eating and drinking establishments effective March 2009 
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nail care, and shoe repair establishments, but excluding laundry, dry 

cleaning, health clubs, and self storage. 

c. Business services such as advertising, employment services, 

management services, and consulting services. 

d. Professional services such as attorneys, doctors, dentists, engineers, 

and architects. 

10.4.2 Residential conversion of older home per Section 13.10. 

10.4.3 Detached accessory apartment or guest house per Section 13.11. 

10.4.4 Housing in the business districts per Section 13.13. 

10.4.5 Room and board or bed and breakfast establishment per Section 13.14. 

10.4.6 Town of Washington or non profit sponsored affordable housing per 

Section 13.15. 

10.4.7 Shop and storage use by contractors and building tradesmen per Section 

13.16. 

10.4.8 Buildings, uses, and facilities of the Town of Washington. 

10.4.9 Registered group day care home and registered child day care center. 

10.4.10 Town Landmark Site per Section 13.17. 

10.4.11 Telecommunications antennae, facilities, and antenna towers including 

personal wireless service facilities and towers per Section 13.19. 

10.4.12
*
 Outdoor wood-burning furnaces. 

10.5 Additional Criteria for a Special Permit in the B-4 District.  In addition to the 

conditions of Sections 13 and 14 of these Regulations, a Special Permit in this district 

shall meet the following conditions: 

10.5.1 Standards for Approval.  The Commission shall exercise discretion in 

allowing only: 

a. Those uses in harmony with the purpose of this district as stated in 

Section 10.1. 

b. Architectural design in harmony with the character of the district. 

10.5.2 Setback, Buffer, and Frontage Requirements.  On any property used (under 

Section 10.4) for a Special Permit activity, no building or paved area may 

exist within 50 feet of an adjoining property line of an adjoining residential 

property or farm unless modified by the Zoning Commission.  Within this 

setback, the owner of the Special Permit property shall maintain a 

permanent landscape buffer to screen the Special Permit activity from the 

neighboring property.  No non-residential driveway shall access Wilbur 

Road without approval by the Zoning Commission.   

                                                 
*
 Addition of Section 10.4.12: outdoor wood-burning furnaces effective 4/14/07. 
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SECTION 11  -  DENSITY, LOT SIZE, A ND OTHER DIMENSIONAL  

REQUIREMENTS
*
 

11.1
À
 Soil Survey. 

11.1.1 The following ñSoil Type Tableò and the map entitled, ñSoil Survey, Town 

of Washington,ò prepared by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil 

Conservation Service are hereby incorporated as part of these Regulations. 

11.1.2 The Soil Survey shall be presumed to show the correct classification of soil 

types in the Town of Washington except that a soil scientist shall be 

required to certify the location of, and a surveyor shall be required to certify 

the acreage of, Class A, Class B, and Class C soils: 

a. Within the parcel area proposed for subdivision or resubdivision when 

the proposed yield (total number of lots proposed) exceeds 40 percent 

of the theoretical yield) the maximum number of lots allowable based 

on the density regulations contained in Section 11.2, or 

b. Within any lot resulting from the subdivision or resubdivision that is 

less than 5 acres in area. 

11.1.3 The Soil Survey presumption may be rebutted by an applicant or intervener 

or the Planning or Zoning Commission based upon a detailed soil survey 

made by a soil scientist at the applicantôs or intervenerôs expense. 

11.1.4 The soil type determination shall be made prior to any soil disturbance. 

                                                 
*
 Revision of entire Section 11 effective 3/21/2000 
À
 Revision Soil Charts, Section 11.1.1, (previously 11.1.9) effective 3/21/2000; revisions to Sections 11.1.2-11.1.3 

(previously 11.1.6) effective 3/21/2000; section 11.1.4 re: soil determination added effective 4/22/02 
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