TOWN OF WASHINGTON
SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE
MINUTES
April 13, 2022

4:00 P.M. Meeting Held Via Zoom Conference

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mr. Hubelbank, Mr. Charles, Ms. Dyer, Ms. Gorra, Ms. Gil-
Rodgers, Ms. Matteo, Mr. Hagenbuch

MEMBERS ABSENT: Ms. Payne, Ms. Rowe

Staff: Mr. Buell, Ms. Gorra

OTHERS: Mr. Becker, Ms. Warburg, Ms. Clauson, Mr. Genovese

4:02

Regular Meeting

Mr. Hubelbank stated that Ms. Armstrong had resigned from the Sustainability Committee.
Discussion ensued regarding potential members for the now vacant position on the Committee.

Review and Approval of minutes

Mr. Hubelbank indicated that the first item on the agenda was the approval of minutes for the
March 9, 2022 meeting. He went on to inform the Committee that on the third page, second
paragraph of the document it states that the Town of Washington is presently a member of
M.I.R. Mr. Hubelbank indicated that this was incorrect. He explained that Washington is a
member of B.R.R.F.O.C. “Bristol Resource Recovery Facility Operating Committee.”

Updates from last meeting:
e Transfer Station

After indicating that the minutes should be amended, Mr. Hubelbank stated that the town was
presently considering the possibility of joining H.R.R.A. opposed to B.R.R.F.O.C. He indicated
that the cost of changing to H.R.R.A. would be greater but that H.R.R.A. offers a plethora of
services presently not offered by B.R.R.F.O.C.

Following this, Mr. Hubelbank indicated that the town was still attempting to purchase the land
upon which the transfer station now exists. Discussion ensued.

e Communications/Website/Presentations
e WashingtonCT.org
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Mr. Hubelbank stated that the town is presently working to improve the town website and
indicated that the Committee should consider ways that the Sustainability Committee section
of this website may be improved.

e Earth day/WEC 50% Anniversary

Ms. Gil-Rodgers informed the Committee that the Washington Environmental Council will be
setting up a historical display on Earth Day at the Judy Black Memorial park to celebrate the
organization’s 50™" anniversary. She went on to explain that several seniors from Shepaug
Valley High School would be in attendance with presentations related to their senior projects.
Mr. Hagenbuch asked if a shredder would brought to town hall for document disposal. Mr.
Hagenbuch was informed that this service had not been scheduled. Mr. Hubbelbank indicated
that he would speak with Mr. Brinton, First Selectman, to see if this service could be arranged.
Discussion regarding the event ensued. Mr. Hagenbuch informed the Committee that he would
be speaking at the Gunn Memorial Library immediately after the event, and invited the
Committee to attend.

e Resiliency Workshop

Mr. Hubelbank informed the Committee that the resiliency workshop report had been
completed. Discussion ensued.

¢ Farming

Ms. Dyer informed the Committee that the “Right to Farm” ordinance had passed in Litchfield.
She explained that she would provide more information on this at a later time and that she
would like to plan another meeting for the farmers alliance within Washington.

Discussion on building to Net Zero/Sustainability

e Peter Becker, Head of School, Frederick Gunn School, will talk about the Gunn
School's efforts to build to Net Zero

Mr. Hubelbank thanked Mr. Becker, Head of the Frederick Gunn School, for attending the
meeting and asked that he explain to the Committee how the school had gone about designing
the Center for Innovation and Active Citizenship so that it would be net zero.

Mr. Becker indicated that Ms. Warburg and Ms. Clauson from the architectural firm Sasaki were
in attendance. He explained that they are experts in the field of sustainable building design and
that Sasaki had designed the Center for Innovation and Active Citizenship. Following this
introduction, Ms. Warburg and Ms. Clauson then shared a presentation with the Committee.
During this presentation, they indicated that Zero Energy, Wellness and Fitness, and Zero
Carbon were the major focus of their efforts to construct sustainable building projects like the
Center for Innovation and Active Citizenship. This presentation is included with the minutes.

e Committee discussion on a definition of building to Net Zero
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Following the presentation, Mr. Charles asked what the HERS rating of the Center for
Innovation and Active Citizenship was, and was informed by Mr. Becker that Ms. Warburg and
Ms. Clauson would not have this information. Mr. Hubelbank asked if Sasaki had experience in
applying these practices to an entire town. Ms. Warburg indicated that ecodistrics.org may be a
helpful resource regarding this. Further discussion ensued. Mr. Hubelbank asked how Sasaki
had found working within Washington to create a net zero building. Mr. Becker indicated that
lot coverage regulations had been a major hurtle for the project. Discussion ensued.

Other Business to come before the Committee

Mr. Hubelbank noted that he had put forth a motion to amend the minutes for the March 9,
2022 meeting but that the Committee had not voted on this motion. The Committee then
voted to accept the amended minutes.

Motion: To approve the minutes for the March 9, 2022 meeting with the
correction so noted by Mr. Hubelbank, seconded by Ms. Matteo.
Passed unanimously.

No new business was addressed by the Committee.

Adjournment

Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 5:15 p.m. by Ms. Matteo, seconded by

Ms. Gil-Rodgers. Passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dennis Buell

Dennis Buell
Sustainability Committee Clerk
4-18-2022
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