Town of Washington

Bryan Memorial Town Hall

2 Bryan Plaza, PO Box 383

Washington, Connecticut 06793

Annual Town Budget Meeting

May 21, 2015

Moderator: Nick Solley

Clerk: Sheila Silvernail

First Selectman, Mark Lyon, welcomed everyone noting printed handouts in back. Started with requests for Moderator. Nick Solley was nominated and selected with no other nominations. 

Moderator:
First order of business is to ask Sheila Silvernail to read the call of the evening.
Clerk:


Good Evening, Warning!
Town Of Washington Annual Town Budget Meeting

The voters and electors of the Town of Washington are hereby warned that the Annual Town Budget Meeting will be held on Thursday, May 21, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at Bryan Memorial Town Hall, Washington Depot, Connecticut to consider and act upon the following:

1. To consider and act upon the proposed General Fund Expenses and Transfers for the 2015-2016 fiscal year.

2. To consider and act upon the proposed Nonrecurring Capital Expenses for the 2015-2016 fiscal year.

3. To consider and act upon the Town of Washington’s acceptance of two parcels of land donated by Duncan and Rosa Woodruff.  

Dated at Washington, Connecticut this 7th day of May 2015.

Mark E. Lyon, Richard O. Carey, Jay Hubelbank

Board of Selectmen

Moderator:
Thank you Sheila. As we get into possibly some questions later on, I would ask you for Sheila’s benefit to stand, give your name, and your address. Now I will ask Mr. Lyon to present the first resolution.
M. Lyon:
Resolved, to approve an amount not to exceed $4,580,702 for expenditures from the 2015-2016 General Fund Budget with transfers.

S. Anson

So moved.
M. Lyon:

Sheila Anson.

Moderator:

Sheila moved it. Is there a second.
J. Payne:

Second.
Moderator:
John Payne. Any thoughts on this?

M. Lyon:
This budget was put together by the Board of Selectmen then gone over by the Board of Finance and it went through the public hearing. It represents about a 4% increase, 3% increase. We saved some money on some energy. We got a lower cost for our fuel oil, but we had to budget more for electricity. We’ve changed our health insurance plan that kept the increase to a minimum. Our employees are receiving a 2% raise, but they’re also taking responsibility for a small part of their health insurance deductible this year. Overall one of the couple of big changes are in public safety. Currently our resident trooper is budgeted at 70% which was the current expenditure, 70% of his total cost. There is rumored in the legislature that that may come up to 100%. We budgeted on the advice of our legislators that they feel it will remain at 70% for at least this coming fiscal year. Also, we budgeted a fairly large increase in our fire marshal’s office to provide for a deputy fire marshal to help him do inspections that are required by state statute. We also included for the first time a line item for an economic development consultant which will be a part-time consultant. It was advocated by our Planning Commission, a subcommittee of the Planning Commission, as well as by our business association and their presentations to the Board of Selectmen and the Board of Finance. We felt that it had merit to do it for at least a year to see if we get some positive results on it.
Moderator:
Open it up for discussion, any questions? Seeing none, would you like the resolution reread?

Male:
Move the vote.

Moderator:
The question’s been moved. We’re now voting on the question. All in favor of moving the question say aye. 

Audience:
Aye.

Moderator:
Opposed?

Audience:
[Silence]

Moderator:
So carried, we will go right to the vote. All in favor of passing the General Fund Budget in the amount of $4,580,702 for the expenditures of 2015-2016 please signify by saying aye.

Audience:
Aye.

Moderator:
Opposed?

Audience:
Nay.

Moderator:
I heard one. So passed. The next resolution is in two parts. Mr. Lyon?

M. Lyon:
Our Nonrecurring Capital Budget is presented in two questions, the first being:

Resolved to approve an amount not to exceed $1,690,689 for expenditures from the 2015-2015 Nonrecurring Capital Fund Budget which will be offset by anticipated grants in the amount of $379,975 resulting in a net expense of $1,310,714.

J. Hubelbank:

So moved. 

Moderator:

Mr. Hubelbank moved it. Is there a second?

M. Greene:

Second.

Moderator:

Mary Anne Greene seconded. Any discussion on this?

M. Lyon:
There’s an itemized budget for our capital expenditures in the handout on the last page of the budget. One of the bigger things is we’ve budgeted $100,000 to continue to develop the storage space for road material up behind the town garage in an ongoing effort to get the last of our material out of Titus Road. We budgeted for another highway truck because we didn’t burn all of them up two years ago. Other than that, there is a sizeable amount in there for road work, annual road repairs. 

Moderator:
Any questions regarding the Nonrecurring Budget as so described by Mr. Lyon. Then we will, short of reading it again, we’ll go right to a vote. All in favor of the Nonrecurring Capital Fund Budget not to exceed a net expense of $1,310,714 signify by saying aye.
Audience:
Aye.
Moderator:
Opposed?
Audience:
[Silence]
Moderator:
So carried, unanimous, thank you. The next Nonrecurring issue?
M. Lyon:
Resolved to approve an amount not to exceed $600,000 for additional expenditures from the 2015-2016 Nonrecurring Capital Fund for road repair and reconstruction.

Moderator:
Mr. Hubelbank moved it. Is there a second?
J. Payne:
Second.

Moderator:
Mr. Payne.
M. Lyon:
This is an ongoing program that was formulated three years ago with the cooperation of the Highway Department, the Board of Selectmen, and the Board of Finance to address major projects, major road reconstruction to basically catch up from being behind in our budgeting for probably as much as ten or twelve years. Our road reconstruction budget wasn’t keeping up with inflation. It’s been very successful so far. We hope to continue it for at least another two years and maybe that will get us back into a spot where we won’t be doing quite as much every year. 
Moderator:
Any question regarding this Nonrecurring item? Peter Tagley.

P. Tagley:
Inaudible.

Moderator:
You may stand up and speak loudly with your address please. 

P. Tagley:
I have a question ... you go over how the garage that burned down cost a certain amount of money. Can you explain where you got the money from and now we don’t need that money to fix up the garage. Just how does that all work? Where is? Where did the money come from? Now we don’t need to spend that money, where is it? Do we get a, get a return on the money that was spent because we don’t need that. I think it was close to $600,000. What was the amount of money needed to do the garage?

Moderator:
I’ll allow Mr. Lyon to give the shorter answer because that could be a very long and drawn out answer. Chet [Mark Lyon] will try his hardest.

M. Lyon:
There were several sources of financing for the town garage. There was the insurance reimbursement and we also appropriated money out of our ... We had a special town meeting and appropriated additional out of our ... It was a fund balance. We also got a LoCIP grant from the state. We had LoCIP money, that is Local Capital Improvement money from the state. So that’s where all the money came from. We also in essence borrowed from our, reappropriated money that we had set aside for bridge reconstruction. So those were the four pots that paid for the new town garage.
Male:
Inaudible. 

M. Lyon:
Right, you know I mean, it was. There was none out of the General Fund and there was a special town meeting that appropriated the LoCIP funds, reappropriated the bridge funds, and got appropriated money out of the fund balance. 

Moderator:
Thank you Chet [Mark Lyon.] Any other questions regarding the Nonrecurring Budget item for road work? Seeing none, I will go to the vote then. Asking for approval on a $600,000 Nonrecurring Budget item for 2015-2016 for road work and reconstruction, all in favor say aye. 
Audience:
Aye.

Moderator:
Opposed?

Audience:
[Silence]

Moderator:
Hearing none, so carried. The last item. 

M. Lyon:
Resolved to accept two parcels of land from Duncan R. and Rosa Woodruff: Parcel B – 1654 square feet and Parcel C – 259 square feet, to correct property boundaries abutting Rabbit Hill Road.

Moderator:
I’m looking for a motion? Mr. Hubelbank moved it. Is there a second. 

L. Anderson:
Second.

Moderator:
Leslie Anderson. 

M. Lyon:
Mr. Woodruff was getting his land resurveyed and found that there were several of his boundary markers that were under Rabbit Hill Road. This is not uncommon in the Town of Washington to find this in various places. We consulted with our town attorney, David Miles. He said there were no legal issues to resolve, but Mr. Woodruff felt that he wanted to have his boundaries outside of the roadway. So basically they are willing to quit claim these two small parcels, that’s there on the large map in the back and there’s also a slice in the back of the handout, to the town. Therefore his boundary markers will no longer be under Rabbit Hill Road. There is a 1934 DOT highway map on that easel in the back that showed the original Rabbit Hill Road, which was probably a one-lane dirt road at the time, wound around and probably hugged a stonewall on one side. Over a period of time when this was not Mr. Woodruff’s developed property, it was just open farm land, they came through and straightened the road out maybe after the ’55 flood. Who knows? Paved it and they went over the top of the markers. So this is just an effort to clean up Mr. Woodruff’s map. 
Moderator:
This item can only be voted on by people who are registered to vote in the Town of Washington just so long as that’s understood. I don’t know if anybody who is here is not registered to vote in the Town of Washington, but you’ll have to sit on your hand or close your mouth. Thank you. So, any questions or discussion about the acceptance of these two parcels? Pretty straight forward, then be it resolved, and I’m looking for a motion, excuse me, a vote to accept these two parcels from Duncan R. and Rosa Woodruff, Parcel B and Parcel C, to correct property boundaries abutting Rabbit Hill Road. All in favor of this action signify by saying aye.

Audience:
Aye.

Moderator:
Any opposed?

Audience:
[Silence]

Moderator:
Thank you. So carried. That is the end of our business for this evening. I will entertain a motion to adjourn. Sal Sorce, and a second? John Payne, ok, thank you everybody for coming out. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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I, Sheila Silvernail, certify to the best of my ability the foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the Town of Washington’s Annual Town Budget Meeting on May 21, 2015.

____________________________  Dated at Washington, CT this 23rd day of May 2015.
