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Inland Wetlands Commission

MINUTES
Regular Meeting
August 13, 2014

7:00 p.m.							upper level meeting room

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Mr. LaMuniere, Mr. Papsin, Mr. Wadelton
MEMBERS ABSENT:	Mr. Bedini, Mr. Davis
ALTERNATES ABSENT:	Ms. Cheney, Mr. Martino
STAFF PRESENT:		Mr. Ajello, Mrs. Hill
ALSO PRESENT:		Mr. Hunt, Mr. Oskandy, Mr. Cao, Mr. Neff,
				Mr. Charles, Mr. Sabin, Mr. Traviston, 
				Mr. Gifford, Mr. Law, Mr. Strid, Mr. Wilson

	Mr. Wadelton called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and seated Members LaMuniere, Papsin, and Wadelton.  He noted although there was a quorum present, he would recuse himself for the Village at Bee Brook application and Mr. Papsin would recuse himself for the Lancaster request and so there would not be a quorum for these two matters and they would not be discussed.

MOTION:  To include the following subsequent business not
		already posted on the agenda:  III. Consideration
		of the Minutes:  B. Site Inspection – 23-30
		Juniper Meadow Road/7/16/14, C. Site Inspection –
		96 Calhoun Street/7/16/14, D. Site Inspection –
		240 Litchfield Turnpike/7/16/14, E. Special Mtng. –
		7/23/14, F. Special Meeting – 7/31/14; VI.  Other
		Business:  C. Brick School Road, LLC./181 West
		Shore Road/Request to Revise Permit #IW-13-40/
		Change Dock Dimensions, Changes to Grading and
		Shoulder per DOT Requirements.  By Mr. Papsin,
		seconded by Mr. LaMuniere, and passed 3-0.

Consideration of the Minutes

MOTION:  To accept the 7/9/14 Regular Meeting minutes as
		written.  By Mr. LaMuniere, seconded by Mr. Papsin,
		passed 3-0.

MOTION:  To accept the 7/16/14 Site Inspection minutes for
		96 Calhoun Street as written.  By Mr. LaMuniere,
		seconded by Mr. Papsin, passed 3-0.

MOTION:  To accept the 7/16/14 Site Inspection minutes for
		240 Litchfield Turnpike as submitted.  By Mr. Papsin,
		seconded by Mr. LaMuniere, passed 3-0.

MOTION:  To accept the 7/31/14 Special Meeting minutes as
		written.  By Mr. LaMuniere, seconded by Mr. Papsin,
		passed 3-0.

Pending Applications

Moxey and Cruz/156 Calhoun Street/#IW-14-32/Repairs to Foundations Install Fence and Stonewall:  Mr. Neff, engineer, presented the plan, “Proposed Site Improvements Plan,” dated 6/18/14, noting that there had been no revisions since the last meeting and that all of the proposed activities were within the regulated area.  Mr. LaMuniere noted he had asked Mr. Neff to add the access road to the site plan.  Mr. Neff pointed out that the truck to be used for the foundation repairs would access the sheds by driving around the south side of the barn.  He said trucks would not drive all the way to the sheds, keeping them away from the wetlands.  Two sheds would have foundation repairs, while the third would have its concrete piers replaced.  Mr. Neff stated that all of the stockpiles shown on the site plan were temporary and would be removed upon completion of the work.  Mr. LaMuniere said the application had been thoroughly discussed at the last meeting and no further questions were raised. 

MOTION:  To approve Application #IW-14-32 submitted by Mr.
		Moxey and Ms. Cruz to repair foundations and install
		a fence and stonewall at 156 Calhoun Street per the 			plan, “Proposed Site Improvements Plan,” sheet 1 of 1,
		by Mr. Neff, dated 6/18/14; the permit shall be valid
		for 2 years and is subject to the following conditions:
		1. that the Land Use Office be notified at least 48
			hours prior to the commencement of work so the 
			WEO can inspect and approve the erosion control
			measures,
		2. that the property owner give the contractor copies
			of both the motion of approval and approved plans
			prior to the commencement of work, and
		3. any change to the plans as approved must be 
			submitted immediately to the Commission for 
			reapproval.
		By Mr. Papsin, seconded by Mr. LaMuniere, passed 3-0.

Baratta/236 Nettleton Hollow Road/#IW-14-33/Repair Eroded Channel, Create Native Plant Rain Garden:  It was noted the owner had not yet signed the application form and action was tabled to the next meeting.

Washington Montessori School/240 Litchfield Turnpike/#IW-14-34/ Parking Area and Drainage:  Mr. Cao, engineer, noted there had been no revisions to the site plan.  The plan revised to 6/30/14 was reviewed.  It was noted that at the last meeting the commissioners had expressed their concerns about the lack of maintenance for the detention ponds.  Mr. Wadelton read portions of minutes from 2001 concerning the original approval and condition #3 of the 2001 approval motion.  He noted the current drainage system is only as good as its maintenance.  Mr. LaMuniere stated that the required maintenance of the drainage system had not been carried out and so the Commission requires that a written maintenance plan be submitted and that the detention pond be cleaned out and inspected before the Commission acts on the current application.  Mr. Traviston from O&G advised the Commission that the school had contracted his company to clean out all of the drainage structures and would also contact a wetlands scientist regarding any invasive species that are present.  He stated the volume of sediment in the detention pond would be measured.  Mr. Traviston asked whether issues concerning a previous application could impact this decision.  Mr. Wadelton explained that all of the drainage from the proposed parking area would flow into the detention basins, which had not been properly maintained.  Mr. Traviston thought as long as the sediment load did not exceed the volume of the detention ponds and that the school provided written assurances that the ponds would be cleaned, the Commission could act on the current application.  Mr. Cao noted that upon completion of the parking lot, there will be less water flowing to the detention ponds than there is now.  Mr. LaMuniere said that ultimately the drainage flows to Meeker Swamp and so the Commission had to be certain that all sediments and pollutants would be trapped and the ponds were maintained as approved and designed.  He noted that the maintenance plan on Sheet #7 did not include maintenance of the detention ponds.  Mr. Traviston asked if the Regulations state that outstanding enforcement issues prevent action on another application.  Mr. Wadelton stated that the sediment ponds were considered essential when the school was built and there was no evidence that they aren’t necessary now.  He asked that for the next meeting the applicant submit either a report from a qualified individual showing the detention ponds were no longer necessary or a written plan to detail the exact measures that will be taken to maintain the ponds.  Mr. Cao asked if the pond maintenance had to be completed by the next meeting.  Mr. Wadelton said, no, but a written, complete, and detailed maintenance plan was required.

Baratta/236 Nettleton Hollow Road/#IW-14-35/Foundation Work and Construct Chimney:  Mr. Wadelton briefly reviewed the application and it was noted there had been no questions at the last meeting.

MOTION:  To approve Application #IW-14-35 submitted by Mr.
		Baratta to repair foundations and construct a 
		chimney at 236 Nettleton Hollow Road per the plan,
		“Proposed Partial Site Plan,” sheet Z001, by Halper
		Owens Architects, LLC, dated 7/3/14; the permit shall
		be valid for 2 years and is subject to the following
		conditions:       
		1. that the Land Use Office be notified at least 48
			hours prior to the commencement of work so the 
			WEO can inspect and approve the erosion control
			measures,
		2. that the property owner give the contractor copies
			of both the motion of approval and approved plans
			prior to the commencement of work, and
		3. any change to the plans as approved must be 
			submitted immediately to the Commission for 
			reapproval.
		By Mr. Papsin, seconded by Mr. LaMuniere, passed 3-0.

Village at Bee Brook Crossing Assn./23-30 Juniper Meadow Road/ #IW-14-37/Pave Two Parking Areas, Install Two Plunge Pools:  This application was not discussed because with Mr. Wadelton’s recusal there was not a quorum present.  Mr. Oskandy submitted revised plans, “Site Development Compilation Map,” by Arthur H. Howland and Assoc., dated 8/13/14.

West Indies, LLC./96 Calhoun Street/#IW-14-39/Remove Invasives, Improve Channel:  Mr. Sabin, landscape architect, submitted the map, “Proposed Site Plan,” by Mr. Neff, revised to 3/15/12 with handwritten details, entitled, “Proposed Stream Reclamation and Invasive Plant Removal,” by Mr. Sabin, dated 8/12/14 and the letter dated 8/12/14 containing the sequence of construction.  He noted he had field verified the location of various plant species and the areas of the stream to be dredged.  He pointed out the area, which was not to be mowed on a regular basis.  Mr. Papsin asked how this area would be delineated.  Mr. Sabin said this was a 30 to 45 ft. wide band on both sides of the stream and he thought it would be identifiable from the topography.  Mr. Papsin recommended a permanent delineation in the field. Mr. LaMuniere agreed, saying 4 ft. tall posts 30 feet on center should be installed.  Mr. Wadelton reviewed Mrs. Hill’s 8/13/14 review and noted the Commission could not act until written approval from the holder of the conservation easement on the property has been submitted.  Mr. LaMuniere asked if the channel on the other side of the dirt road would be protected in the same way.  Mr. Sabin said in terms of mowing, that area was not as critical.

New Applications

Steep Rock Assn./285 Sabbaday Lane/#IW-14-40/Boardwalk:  Mr. Gifford, discussed the boardwalk, which, he said, was simple construction and would be approximately 600 feet long. He said there would be minimal disturbance; about a 5 foot wide disturbed area along the length of the boardwalk and this would result from the leveling the area at the site of each log placed on the ground.  The aerial view showing the proposed location was reviewed.  Mr. Gifford noted that the shortest route to access other Hidden Valley trails had been selected.  He said work materials would be driven to the field at the edge of the site and that as the work progressed materials and hand tools would be carried in by hand.  Mr. LaMuniere asked if any erosion problems were anticipated.  Mr. Gifford said, no, because the route hugged the contour of the land, which is gradual.  The Commission could not act on the application because written approval from the holder of the conservation easement had not yet been submitted.  Otherwise the application was considered complete.

Bowman/44 Plumb Hill Road/#IW-14-41/Dredge Pond, Install Underground Utilities and Aerator, Relocate Driveway:  Mr. Neff, engineer, presented his map, “Proposed Site Improvement Plan,” dated 8/4/14 and the planting plan by Kent Greenhouse, dated 7/23/14.  Mr. Neff detailed the proposed activities:  1) dredge the man-made pond, 2) move the driveway entrance north, a portion being in the regulated area, 3) install underground utilities, which will cross wetlands, and 4) plant throughout the area.  He pointed out the location of the wetlands and the limit of disturbance line.  The material excavated from the pond will be deposited in the upland area to the west of the pond.  He noted he had submitted an erosion control plan and the sequence of construction.  Mr. Ajello asked where the access to the work sites would be.  Mr. Neff responded it would be on the northwest side of the pond outlet where the ground is the most stable.  The commissioners thought it would make sense to do the driveway relocation first.  Mr. Neff said 200 c. yards of material would be excavated and that the aerator would be a seasonal use that would be powered from a connector box near the utility trench.  He stated there was no need for utilities for the pillars at the end of the driveway.  Mr. Ajello asked if the utility trench could be narrowed to 2 feet wide.  Mr. Neff stated that 3 feet wide, 3 feet deep is the standard trench size due to the bucket width.  Mr. Papsin thought a two foot wide trench would be better as there would be less disturbance when it cross through wetlands and less excavate material to stockpile.  A site inspection was scheduled for Tuesday, August 19, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.

Babbio/79 West Shore Road/#IW-14-36/Drainage Improvements, Reconstruct Stonewall:  Mr. Strid, contractor, submitted color photos showing the current condition of the stonewall and swale.  Mr. LaMuniere asked for a map, but Mr. Strid said he had not been able to find a map of the shore.  He said he would disassemble and then dry stack an approximate 40 foot section of the stonewall. He would use rocks already in the wall and those that had fallen into the lake.  No additional stones will be brought in from off site.  He noted there was already filter fabric behind the wall.  Regarding stabilization of the swale, Mr. Strid stated this was necessary to prevent silt from flowing out over the lawn and said 6 inch or smaller rip rap would be used.  He also stated that he would plant either grass or shrubs in the disturbed area along the top of the wall.  Mr. Papsin asked if a silt fence was needed.  Mr. Strid said he would be standing in the water to do the repair work and that he would wait until the water level drops, probably in late September, to begin it.  He also stated the base of the wall would remain in place; it would not be disassembled.  He added that he would not change any dimension of the stonewall; that its size would be dictated by what already existed.  The commissioners felt the application was straightforward and that a site inspection was not necessary.

Other Business

Lancaster/244 West Shore Road/Request to Revise Permit #IW-12-24/ Change Shape of Pool, Relocate Generator, Revise Stonewalls:  Mr. Papsin recused himself and so consideration of this request was tabled due to the lack of a quorum.

8/10/14 Letter from Mr. Charles re: Policies and Procedures:  Mr. Wadelton said discussion of this matter would take place at the next meeting when Chairman Bedini would be present.  He asked that Mr. Bedini and Mr. Davis be sent copies of the letter.

Brick School Road, LLC./181 West Shore Road/Request to Revise Permit #IW-13-40/Change Dock Dimensions, Changes to Grading and Shoulder per DOT Requirements:  Mr. Oskandy, engineer, presented the plan, “Proposed Site Development Plan,” by Arthur H. Howland and Assoc., revised to 8/11/14.  He explained the only changes proposed were grading in the state right of way and the dock dimensions.  The DOT required that the hill be cut back as much as possible to improve the sight line.  Mr. Ajello noted that this would require the removal of the saplings within 20 feet of the road.  Mr. Oskandy said all disturbed areas would be graded to a 3:1 slope and seeded and grassed except for the rip rapped drainage areas.  Mr. Ajello recommended that the grass be planted as soon as possible so that the area would be stable before winter and an erosion control blanket would not be needed.  The sequence of construction was reviewed.  Mr. Papsin noted it did not include seeding and mulching and so it was decided to add that as a condition of approval.
  
MOTION:  To approve the request to revise Permit #IW-13-40
		submitted by Brick School Road, LLC. to cut back the
		bank and reconfigure the dock at 181 West Shore Road
		per the approved plan, “Proposed Site Development
		Plan,” by Arthur H. Howland and Assoc., revised to 
		8/11/14, subject to the additional condition that the
		disturbed areas must be seeded and mulched and grass
		started by 9/1/14; all other conditions of approval 
		still apply.  By Mr. Papsin, seconded by Mr. LaMuniere,
		passed 3-0.
  
New Application

Hamilton/199 West Shore Road/#IW-14-42/Site Renovations:  Mr. Wilson, engineer, presented the following maps: “Site Plan,” dated 7/26/14 and “Site Improvements,” dated 8/7/14, both signed by Mr. Wilson.  He listed the proposed activities:  1) take down and rebuild the boathouse in its existing footprint with the same height and dimensions and no excavation, 2) demolish and rebuild the dwelling not on the existing footprint, 3) drill a new well, 4) repair the septic system, and 5) remove two buildings without foundations.  He proposed to use the existing driveway for access for the well drilling equipment and to drill the well first.  Next, the smaller buildings would be taken down, followed by the work on the boathouse, the reconstruction of the house, and finally the septic repair.  The existing septic system will be removed and the area backfilled.  He noted the new dwelling will have a full foundation and will intercept runoff as it flows down the hillside and said there would be no piling of demolition material by the lake.  Mr. Wilson pointed out the location of a watercourse to the west of the property and the 12” pipe located on the property, into which it flows.  Mr. Ajello asked if any new structures were proposed.  Mr. Wilson said there would be a concrete patio with three steps and possibly a future application for a wooden deck.  Mr. LaMuniere asked Mr. Wilson to indicate on the site plan which trees would be cut and what planting was proposed.  Mr. Ajello asked if there would be conduits to the boathouse.  Mr. Wilson there would be underground power. He was asked to show the trenches on the site plan.  Mr. Wilson also said there was a room over the boathouse and an electric toilet that had been installed without a permit and that this would be replaced.  A site inspection was scheduled for Tuesday, August 19, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.

Enforcement 
	Mr. Ajello briefly reviewed his 8/12/14 enforcement report.

	Mr. Wadelton adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m.


FILED SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

Respectfully submitted,



Janet M. Hill
[bookmark: _GoBack]Land Use Administrator
  
