The SUSTAINABLE TOWN SCENARIO: AN ORGANIZING CONCEPT 

The United Villages of Washington, Greater Washington, etc
 “Something is happening in Washington” “Grow, learn, create, restore”.   
“Diverse, resilient, self- sufficient, secure, democratic”  

Washington’s foresight will pay off well before 2020. We will build on our assets instead of depleting them. We will always be surrounded and supported by natural systems and wild and serene places, but also by more dynamic and resilient social and economic systems providing new excitement and opportunity in all aspects of life.  We will better integrate our thinking and planning for these endeavors, remaining aware that everything is connected, including our common and individual interests. This is why we can call our town United (or Greater, etc.) Washington.

What we can accomplish:
· Locally secure and sufficient food supplies:  Washington can make farming and food production a town priority. Even modest investments in policy, planning, and guidance may pay off, stimulating new economic and social sectors, making it possible to live year round on the food grown within 25 miles of Washington.  People will come to town to experience this.
· Education is more interactive and reciprocal among the schools, the community’s intelligence and experience, and its physical asset base.  These relationships will support agriculture, entrepreneurial business, arts, culture, and new ideas.
· Arts, crafts, culture, and thousands of years of heritage are regularly featured and celebrated in our presentation to the world, as a way to grow connections to other places, and a constant draw to this place.
· Diverse ideas are celebrated; our community is full of them:  Draw on our many interesting people for mentors, examples, inspiration, discussion, and entertainment, and make this a more regular and prominent feature of community life. 
· New ideas for work, business, and investment in keeping with our vision are welcomed here.  
· Energy conservation strategies, Renewable Energy Systems: We can plan for efficient and renewable energy systems, in our land use policies, building codes, tax structure, transportation systems connecting the villages and to other centers. Sustainability planning supports energy efficiency and renewable energy. Managed landscapes can produce biofuels as well as food. 
· Whole biophysical system approach to environmental conservation, natural resource use, and outdoor recreation: Rediscover our interests in the natural world as part of our own nature. 
· Integrate the built and managed landscape with the natural landscape.  Lawns could be gardens for humans and wildlife and fascinating natural functions.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Protect land to ensure the continuity of functional biological and hydrologic systems. 
· Plan development to accommodate or enhance the integrity of these systems, our natural supply chains. 
· Provide access from anywhere to this connected system for recreation, restoration, and routes to work and life. 
