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Environmental sustainability is the rates of renewable resource harvest, pollution creation, and non-renewable resource depletion that can be continued indefinitely. If they cannot be continued indefinitely then they are not sustainable. (www.thwink.org, the first entry on a google search for definition of sustainability.)
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The Three Pillars of Sustainability
The principle of The Three Pillars of Sustainability says that for the complete sustainability problem to be solved all three pillars of sustainability must be sustainable. The three pillars are social sustainability, environmental sustainability, and economic sustainability.
Of the three pillars, the most important is environmental sustainability. If this is not solved, then no matter how hard we try the other pillars cannot be made strong because they are dependent on the greater system they live within, the environment.
Change Resistance as the Crux of the Environmental Sustainability Problem
Do you every wonder why the sustainability problem is so impossibly hard to solve? It's because of the phenomenon of change resistance. The system itself, and not just individual social agents, is strongly resisting change. Why this is so, its root causes, and several potential solutions are presented. (On thwink.org)

FULL SPECTRUM SUSTAINABILITY IS ALREADY IN WASHINGTON’S PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT
“Full Spectrum Sustainability requires that economies, ecosystems, educational systems, resource systems and social systems all work together to reinforce the stability and resilience of the whole.”Solutions Journal, Volume 5, Issue 1, Page 1, May 2014
Washington already has the framework in its 2014 Plan of Conservation and Development:

2014 Washington POCD: ORGANIZATION
www.washingtonct.org
DEMOGRAPHICS & HOUSING
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
VILLAGE CENTERS
SUSTAINABILITY
NATURAL RESOURCES & OPEN SPACE
COMMUNITY FACILITIES
EXISTING ZONING & LAND USE
CONCEPTUAL. FUTURE LAND USE PLAN

Washington people get the picture:

WACCA (Washington Arts Culture Conservation Association):
CONNECTICUT MAIN STREET: PLACEMAKING
www.ctmainstreet.org
GOVERNANCE: Community Engagement, Downtown Friendly Regulations, Government Effectiveness, Organizational Capacity
INCLUSIVENESS: Neighborhoods of Choice, Cultural Values, Urban Equity
ECONOMICS: Economic Vitality, Support Local Business, Innovation, No Empty Storefronts
SUSTAINABILITY: Smart Growth, Public Health, Environment
TRANSPORTATION: Walkable and Bikeable, T.O.D, Multi-modal Connectivity
PLACE: Historic Preservation, Fun Events, Placemaking

People in towns and cities throughout the USA get the picture

THE OBERLIN PROJECT: COMMITTMENTS:
www.oberlinproject.org
A CLIMATE POSITIVE COMMUNITY: Renewable Energy, Energy Efficiency, Zero Waste
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Arts District, Gateway Impact, Local Businesses, Community Investment, Sustainable Business Alliance
LOCAL FOODS SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT: Local Farms, Farmer's Market, Food Hub
LOCAL LAND AND AGRICULTURE: Identify and Expand Markets
EDUCATION AND SUSTAINABILITY: 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:
TRANSPORTATION:
RESEARCH, POLICY, & REGULATIONS: Serving as a Model that can be replicated elsewhere 

So what do we do now?

VISIT  THE (UPCOMING) PAGE ON: “OPPORTUNITIES, OPEN TO COMMENT” 
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