
December 3, 2013

7:30 Upper Level Mtg Room

Members Present: Ms. Roberts, Mr. Frank, Mr. Rimsky, Ms. Jahnke, Ms. Gager 

Members Absent: 

Alternates Present: Mr. Carey, Ms. Bishop-Wrabel, Mr. Bedini 

Alternates Absent: 

Staff Present: Ms. White, Ms. Hill

Ms. Roberts, Chair called the Meeting to order at 7:34 pm.
Seated: Roberts, Rimsky, Frank, Jahnke, Gager

Consideration of the Minutes: 
Regular Meeting – 11/12/13 
The commissioners considered the minutes of the regularly scheduled November 12, 2013
Planning Commission Meeting.

Corrections: 
Page 2, under Consideration of the Minutes, 1st sentence after 1st Motion should read: 
The commissioners considered the minutes of the October 24, 2013 Planning Commission
Special Meeting.

Motion: 
to accept the November 12, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes of the Planning Commission as
amended,
by Ms. Gager, seconded by Ms. Roberts, passed by 5-0 vote.

Special Meeting – 11/19/13
The commissioners considered the minutes of the November 19, 2013 Planning Commission
Special Meeting. 

Motion: 
to accept the Special Planning Meeting Minutes of November 11, 2013 as submitted,
by Ms. Gager, seconded by Mr. Rimsky, passed by 5-0 vote.

Other Business: 

Plan of Conservation and Development 
Ms. Gager stated that she met with the Planning Consultants from Milone & MacBroom to discuss
the editing of the draft POCD by Wayne Hileman, which was acceptable to them.

The Commission discussed the amount to be paid to Mr. Hileman for his editing services. Mr.
Rimsky stated that he would like to have a little flexibility on the amount of the fee. Mr. Bedini
suggested including that it should not exceed $3000.00 in the motion. The commissioners agreed



with Mr. Bedini.

Motion: 
Resolved, that the Planning Commission retain the services of Wayne Hileman to edit the draft
Plan of Conservation and Development and related appendices so that they will be concise,
readable and free of errors for a fee presently estimated by Mr. Hileman of $2000.00 and not in
any event to exceed $3,000.00,
by Mr. Frank, seconded by Ms. Gager, passed by 5-0 vote.

Ms. Hill stated that she believes that Milone & MacBroom updated the maps and these were
submitted to Mr. Hileman for review as part of the materials they sent to him..

Ms. Gager stated that Mr. Hileman will review the maps and send them back to M&M and they will
incorporate it into the format of the updated POCD.

Mr. Carey volunteered to assist with the map editing.

It was noted that Mr. Hileman plans to send out each chapter to the commissioners as he finishes
them.

Ms. Gager stated that Milone & MacBroom would take the document that Mr. Hileman completes,
make copies, make the required filings with the Board of Selectmen and the regional planning
agency for comment. They will be available for the Public Hearing.

Mr. Frank suggested that the commissioners discuss some of the recommendations that are in the
draft POCD to determine whether the Commission believes that they should be included.

The commissioners and Ms. Hill discussed the recommendations for a Façade Improvement
Program and Business Improvement Loan Program. Ms. Gager stated that Connecticut Main
Street Design is doing a lot of work across the State and there is grant money available but she
does not feel that the Town of Washington has a big enough business district to tap into this
resource. The commissioners agreed that grant opportunities should be pursued and a blanket
recommendation should be included.

The commissioners agreed that mixed-use development in the village centers is a
recommendation that should be included in the updated POCD.

The recommendation for hiring an Economic Development Director was discussed. The
commissioners believe that this is a significant proposal and favored this initiative as being more
effective than suggesting and Economic Development Commission

The commissioners discussed the recommendation for designating some or all of the village
centers for statutory Village District designations. Mr. Frank stated that the Village Districts are
areas of distinctive character, landscape or historic value as defined in the POCD. Ms. Gager
stated that the designation of a Village District would require approval for certain changes.

The Commission briefly discussed the benefits of Village District Designation and how these
regulations would add an additional layer of required approvals for the designated area.

Mr. Rimsky feels that there would be value in recommending Village District Designation in the



updated POCD. He stated that the Town should concentrate of making these villages collaborative
rather than competitive.

Ms. Bishop-Wrabel feels that it is important to protect the gateway villages such as Marbledale
even if it requires another layer of bureaucracy.

The commissioners discussed how this would be enforced, what commission would review
changes and how these areas would be identified.

The Planning Commission agreed that they would request that the Zoning Commission review the
possible designation of Village Districts for certain areas.

The commissioners discussed how the language of the updated POCD should be more directive.

The Planning Commission discussed whether the POCD should recommend 50% residential use
for new construction in the Depot.

It was Mr. Rimsky’s opinion the residential revitalization in the business districts should be
encouraged whenever possible but there should not be specific number put on this.

The commissioners agreed that the recommendation for mixed use should be consolidated and
requested when and where it appears feasible.

The commissioners agreed that the recommendations of a market study for Marbledale. and a
parking study for New Preston should be deleted from the updated POCD.

The commissioners agreed they would request that the Board of Selectman look into traffic
calming solutions in the Village Centers.

Plaza Improvements:
Mr. Rimsky stated that he had written a letter to the Selectmen stating that the Planning
Commission would like to take a more proactive role in the process of planning the Bryan
Memorial Plaza improvements. He stated that he would attend the Board of Selectmen’s meeting
on Thursday December 5, 2013.

Mr. Rimsky gave a brief summary regarding his meeting with Mr. Becker and Mr. Low of The
Gunnery School.

Administrative Business:

Approval of 2014 Calendar 
The commissioners considered the 2014 Planning Commission Meeting Calendar.

Motion:
to approve the Planning Commission 2014 Meeting Calendar as presented, 
by Ms. Gager, seconded by Mr. Rimsky, passed by 5-0 vote.



Adjournment: 
Motion: 
to adjourn at 8:57 pm, by Ms. Roberts.

Ms. Roberts adjourned the meeting.

SUBMITTED SUBJECT TO APPROVAL: 
Shelley White, Land Use Clerk


