Town of Washington Annual Town Meeting

Oct 4, 2010 at 7:30pm

~

Moderator: Hank Martin

Secretary: Sheila Silvernail

Meeting Minutes

First Selectman, Mark Lyon, requested everyone take seats and entertained a motion to elect a Moderator for the meeting. Mr. Jim Brinton nominated Hank Martin and seconded by Tony Bedini. With no other nominations, vote for Hank Martin as Moderator passed unanimously. Upon request from several people, Moderator confirmed rearranging items from sequence listed in order to address items according to relevance.

Warning:
Town Of Washington Annual Town Meeting
The voters and electors of the Town of Washington are hereby warned that the Annual Town Meeting will be held on Monday, October 4, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at Bryan Memorial Town Hall, Washington Depot, Connecticut to consider and act upon the following:

1) To set the dates for the annual Town Budget Hearing and Annual Town Budget Meeting in May 2011.

2) To adopt Food Service Establishment Licensing Ordinance and amend Ordinance # 307A that sets Health Department inspection fees.

3) To amend Ordinance #107 that sets the time of Town Meetings. 

4) To approve an ex-budget appropriation for tax refunds.

5) To rescind Ordinance # 602 Hours for Alcoholic Liquor Sales on Sunday.

Dated at Washington, Connecticut this 23rd day of September, 2010

Mark E. Lyon, James L. Brinton, Nicholas N. Solley: Board of Selectmen

Item #3:
RESOLVED:  To amend Ordinance #107 “Date and Time of Annual Town Meeting” as follows:  Delete Section Adopted May 18, 2006, Effective July 1, 2006 that states: All Regular and Special Town Meetings shall be at 7:30 p.m. unless deemed an emergency by the Board of Selectmen, who may schedule said meeting at an alternative time.”

Proposed by:
Mark Lyon

Seconded by:
Valerie Anderson

Discussion:
Clarification regarding dates and times for flexibility and convenience to allow more to attend meetings.

Vote:
Motion carried with one opposed. 

Item #1:
RESOLVED:  To schedule the annual Town Budget Hearing to consider the 2011-2012 fiscal year budget for May 5, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. and the annual Town Budget Meeting for May 19, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.

Proposed by:
Mark Lyon

Seconded by:
Audience.

Vote:
Motion carried unanimously.

Item #2 Primary:
RESOLVED:  To adopt Food Service Establishment Licensing

Ordinance and Amend Ordinance #307A Health Department Fee Schedule, follows: … to amend it would be to … Delete: entire “Food Service Establishments Section”.
Read by:
Mark Lyon

Proposed by:
Valerie Anderson

Seconded by:
Mary Anne Greene

Discussion:
Suzanne Von Holt, Town Sanitarian, explained purpose and need for licensing rather than just inspecting. Numerous questions were raised regarding types of businesses affected and clarification of terms and laws. State law now requires inspections performed by the towns. Licensing would allow a business to provide proof to outside entities. It pertains only to businesses identified as “food service establishments” with other laws covering caterers, potluck suppers, one-time events, peddlers, etc.

Secondary Motion:
To postpone Item #2 indefinitely.

Proposed by:
Linda McGarr

Seconded by:
John Meeker

Discussion:
Several were concerned with need for more time to consider details and ramifications.

Vote:
Motion did not pass with seven in favor and ten opposed.

Item #2 Continued:
Further discussion and clarification continued distinguishing between caterers and restaurants defined as “food service establishments.” Several raised concerns about over-regulation and detriment to small business. Current laws for inspection, restaurant classes, and how a single fee for a license versus multiple fees per inspection were explained.

Vote:
Motion carried with a show of hands twelve in favor with eight opposed.

Tertiary Motion:
Proposal to set effective date for Item #2 for January 1, 2011 with conditions that prior communication regarding licensing and changes be provided to affected businesses and parties.

Requested by:
Moderator

Proposed by:
Annette McDonald

Seconded by:
Dan Leab

Discussion:
Included requests to publish inspections and related information.

Vote:
Motion carried unanimously.

Item #5:
RESOLVED:  To rescind Ordinance #602 Hours for Alcoholic Liquor Sales on Sunday.

Proposed by:
Valerie Anderson

Seconded by:
Kathy Gollow

Read by:
Mark Lyon

Discussion:
Question was asked if this allowed the market to sell beer on Sunday. Rescinding this ordinance would not allow such. The ordinance was an old one and now superseded by state regulations.

Vote:
Motion carried unanimously.
Item #4:
RESOLVED:  To approve an ex-budget appropriation not to exceed $41,650.00 for tax refunds.

Proposed by:
Mark Lyon

Seconded by:
Dan Leab.

Discussion:
First Selectman Mark Lyon and Town Treasurer Linda McGarr provided details regarding overpayments of $41,650 in property taxes and lack of response from related banking institutions. After three years money becomes town property, but town prefers and considers it a moral obligation to refund money to proper parties with proper documentation. 

Vote:
Motion carried with one opposed.

Adjournment:
Valerie Anderson moved to adjourn with a second. Adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 

I, Sheila R. Silvernail, do hereby certify that the foregoing pages are true and accurate to the best of my ability of the Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Washington held on Oct 4, 2010.
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_____________________________________  Dated at Washington, CT this 6th day of Oct 2010
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