Town of Washington

Special Town Meeting

April 8, 2009

Moderator: Hank Martin

Clerk: Sheila Silvernail

The meeting was opened by First Selectman, Mark E. Lyon, at 7:30 p.m. welcoming everyone and requesting nominations for moderator. Hank Martin was duly nominated, seconded, and elected and called the meeting to order. Sheila Silvernail was introduced as clerk and read the warning call.

Resolution #1:
That the Town purchase 31.369+/- acres of land located at 108 New Milford Turnpike from Washington Partners, LLC as shown on maps #1667A and 1667B in the land records of the Town of Washington, for a sum not to exceed $500,000 from the Town of Washington Open Space Fund.
Proposed by:
First Selectman, Mark E. Lyon

Seconded by:
Theodore Adams, 4 Schwab Road

Participants:
Joe Mustich, Valerie Friedman, Kelly Boling, Janet Buonaiuto, Nick Solley, Margie Purnell, Patsy Matthews, Irene Allan, Ken Cornet, Randy Bernard, Margaret Cheney, Carlos Canal, Susan Nicholas, Janet Hill, Fran Desimone, other unidentified citizens

Discussion:
Susan Payne, Conservation Commission Chair


Mark E. Lyon, First Selectman

Discussion entailed description of property, explanation of procedures and negotiations, concerns about environmental issues and uses as well as value, with questions and answers.

Secondary motion:
Motion to move to a vote on Resolution #1.
Proposed by:

Susan Nicholas, Citizen

Seconded by:

Several audience responses to second

Discussion:
Explanation by Moderator that secondary motion closes debate of primary motion until secondary motion passes or is denied by at least 2/3 vote.

Vote:
Moderator indicated a visual raising of hands indicated majority to end debate and move to primary vote, but not by 2/3. Secondary motion denied and primary debate remained open.

Resolution #1:
Continued from point before secondary motion proposed.

Tertiary motion:
A motion to add the following clause to the primary motion to buy the property and the clause would be, “Subject to a Phase 1 Environmental Review satisfactory to the Town of Washington.”
Proposed by:
Fran Desimone, Citizen
Seconded by:
Several audience responses to second

Discussion:
Discussion on wording and crafting of amendment. Explanation of different phases involved in environmental reviews. 

Vote:
Moderator requested all those in favor and then those opposed.


Motion passed strongly.

Resolution #1:
Continued and brought to vote.

Vote:
Moderator requested all those in favor and then those opposed.


Motion passed strongly.
Resolution #2:
To nominate candidates for election to four positions on the Region #12 Board of Education, said terms to continue from July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2013. And further, that all names of those nominated be considered for election by a referendum vote scheduled for May 5, 2009 held in conjunction with the vote on the proposed Region #12 2009-2010 Education Budget.
Proposed by:
Mark E. Lyon, First Selectman

Seconded by:
Several audience responses to second

Discussion:
Moderator explained slight wordy difference between warning and resolution. The correct wordy for four open positions and is minor enough that there is no major discrepancy from warning and that the Town is free to move ahead in the process. Moderator opened floor to nominations.
Nominees:
Michael Condon nominated Matt Franjola and duly seconded by audience.

Peter Tagley nominated Irene Allan, seconded by Valerie Anderson.


Jim Mitchell nominated Valerie Anderson, seconded by Irene Allan.


Tom Kovacs nominated Frannie Caco, seconded by Dick Sears.
Jack Davis nominated Larry Davis, seconded by Susan Payne.

Bill Fairbairn nominated Dan Lee, seconded by Jim Brinton.

Jim Brinton nominated Jim Hirschfield, seconded by Lillian Lyon.

Moderator:
Indicated all business on the agenda had been addressed and received motion to adjourn.

Adjournment:
Motion to adjourn proposed, seconded and Moderator adjourned the meeting at 9:18 p.m.
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